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Special Education - Discipline 
EDUO 9403     2 Graduate-Level Credits/Units 

Instructor – Lisa Waxman 
Email – lwaxman@dominicancaonline.com 

 
 

Course Syllabus 
 

Course Overview: 
Students with disabilities are subject to specific legal discipline procedures that do not apply  
to all students campus-wide. There are steps that must be taken when dealing with students  
with disabilities. This course will thoroughly review the law pertaining to these students, and  
provide you with valuable information on avoiding legal conflict. 
 
Course Learning Objectives: 
By the end of the course, the participant will:   

1. Demonstrate a basic understanding of special education law as it pertains to discipline and 
students with special needs.   

2. Develop checklists of behavior as it relates to legal considerations for students with special 
needs.   

3. Conduct a case study evaluation of a student with special needs with behavior difficulties. 
4. Complete an attitude survey regarding personal attitudes toward discipline and their 

relationship to students with special needs. 
 

Course Relation to CCS or other Professional Standards: 
● ELA-Literacy 
● History/Social Studies, Science, and Technical Subjects 

 
How to Submit Coursework  
Each completed assignment in this course is submitted to the instructor for review. Follow directions 
at the end of each assignment on how to prepare and submit your assignments. Name each file 
submitted with your last name and assignment number (i.e. BrownAssignment3. Make sure you place 
your full name, course number and assignment number at the top of each document page. You will 
receive feedback from your instructor within 5 days indicating successful completion of the 
assignment or the need for revision. Assignment grades will be averaged for the final course grade.  

Submit completed work to the corresponding Module dropboxes in Moodle 
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Course Modules 
 

Unit 1: Introduction to Special Education and Discipline 

Objective 

● Students will complete an instructor-generated attitude survey 
regarding the discipline and the discipline of students with disabilities 

● Students will write a 3 to 5 page reflection on the results of their 
survey 

Assignment(s) 
Activities and 

Needed 
Materials 

Readings: 
1. Read text, “Getting to know special Ed: The general educator’s 

essential guide”, pp. vii -74. 
2. IDEA Federal Regulations, Discipline 
3. Suggested: Read Online Resources listed above at this point. 

  
Written Assignments: 

1. Attitude Survey 
2. Attitude Survey Reflective Essay 

Assessment 
The Course Assessment Rubric will be used to assess if the module objective(s) 

were met. Grades and comments will be issued via the LMS 

 

Unit 2: What is Discipline? 

Objective 

● Students will locate and review their site’s discipline policy manual. 
District discipline policies may be used to supplement the site 
manual. 

● Using this information, students will create a general 
education/special education comparison chart regarding specific 
behaviors found in the manual. 

Assignment(s) 
Activities and 

Needed 
Materials 

Readings: 
1. Disciplining students with disabilities 
2. Special Education Considerations 
3. Sample School-Wide Behavior Program 
4. School Wide-Expectations Handout 
5. Discipline 

Written Assignments: 
1. Locate your site’s discipline policy. Does it address discipline for 

students with special needs? If so, how? Using the form provided by 
your professor, complete the General Education/Special Education 
comparison chart. Submit the completed chart to your course 
instructor. 

Assessment 
The Course Assessment Rubric will be used to assess if the module objective(s) 

were met. Grades and comments will be issued via the LMS 

 

Unit 3: Discipline and students with disabilities   

Objective 

● Students will gain an understanding of discipline and how it relates to 
students with disabilities from a legal perspective. 

● Students will leverage case law and records to reinforce their 
perspective as it relates to applying legal president to educators. 

Assignment(s) 
Activities and 

Readings: 
1. John F court case  
2. Litigation: Persistent Concerns  
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Needed 
Materials 

3. Unit 3_Discipline_US_Supreme Court 
(http://www.wrightslaw.com/law/caselaw/ussupct.honig.doe.htm) 

Written Assignments: 
1. Locate your site’s discipline policy. Does it address discipline for 

students with special needs? If so, how? Using the form provided by 
your professor, complete the General Education/Special Education 
comparison chart. Submit the completed chart to your course 
instructor. 

Assessment 
The Course Assessment Rubric will be used to assess if the module objective(s) 

were met. Grades and comments will be issued via the LMS 

 

Unit 4: Crisis behavior and discipline 

Objective 

● Students will identify a student in their class/at their site who 
demonstrates frequent problem behaviors. Students will conduct an 
observation of the student and/or interview the teacher.   

● Students will create an ABC chart (antecedent-behavior-
consequence) for three behaviors the student is exhibiting.    

● Students will write a 3 to 5 page reflective essay identifying the 
problem behavior, antecedents and consequences, as well as they 
hypothesized purpose of the behavior, and relate it to what was 
learned in the chapter. 

Assignment(s) 
Activities and 

Needed 
Materials 

Readings: 
1. Strategies for Crisis Intervention  
2. Staff Behavior  
3. Emergency Interventions  
4. ABC Chart 
5. Assignment Refusal 

Written Assignments: 
1. Locate your site’s discipline policy. Does it address discipline for 

students with special needs? If so, how? Using the form provided by 
your professor, complete the General Education/Special Education 
comparison chart. Submit the completed chart to your course 
instructor. 

Assessment 
The Course Assessment Rubric will be used to assess if the module objective(s) 

were met. Grades and comments will be issued via the LMS 

 

Unit 5: Case Study 

Objective 
● Students will create their own case studies leveraging their learning 

and apply the knowledge to their own work with students 

Assignment(s) 
Activities and 

Needed 
Materials 

Readings: 
1. There are no readings for this module 

Written Assignments: 
2. Case Study Data Doc 1 
3. Case Study Data Doc 2 
4. Case Study Data Doc 3 

Assessment 
The Course Assessment Rubric will be used to assess if the module objective(s) 

were met. Grades and comments will be issued via the LMS 

 

 
 
 

http://www.wrightslaw.com/law/caselaw/ussupct.honig.doe.htm
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Evaluation Procedures: 
A. 10% Readings (as reflected in quality of written work)  
B. 10% Essays  
C. 20% Behavior/Consequence Checklists & Data  
D. 60% Case Studies 

 
Course Assessment Rubric: 
 

EXCELLENT  
  

Meets or Exceeds Course 
Objectives: A to A-    

ACCEPTABLE   
  

Majority of Work Meets Course  
Objectives; 

B+ to B-   

NOT ACCEPTABLE  
  

 Needs Considerable 
Improvement:  
Resubmit Work  

C or below  

All work submitted reflects in-
depth understanding of course 
objectives.   

Most work submitted reflects in-
depth understanding of course 
objectives.  

Work shows little or no in-depth 
understanding of course 
objectives.  

Assignment responses show 
evidence of new knowledge 
evidenced by thoughtful, detailed 
and accurate assignment 
responses.   

Most assignment responses show 
evidence of new knowledge 
evidenced by thoughtful, detailed 
and accurate assignment 
responses.  

Responses show little to no 
evidence of new knowledge as 
evidenced by lack of thoughtful, 
detailed and accurate assignment 
responses.   

Work submitted was organized 
and clearly articulated.   
The student carefully followed all 
assignment instructions. The 
instructor did not have to provide 
continual assignment clarification 
or request revisions.   

Most work submitted was organized 
and clearly articulated.  
The student carefully followed all 
assignment instructions. The 
instructor had to provide continual 
assignment clarification or ask for 
revisions.     

Work submitted was not 
organized or not clearly 
articulated. The instructor had to 
provide constant clarification and 
ask for continued revisions.   

Assignment content and required 
projects were original.  

Assignment content and required 
projects were original.  

Evidence that not all assignment 
content and required projects 
were original.  

Work is free of spelling and/or 
grammatical errors.  

Work has few spelling and/or 
grammatical errors.  

Work has numerous spelling 
and/or grammatical errors.  

 
 

Course Text (required): 
1. Klor, Gerry (2015). Getting to know special Ed: The general educator’s essential guide. LRP 

Publications, Palm Beach FL. (https://shoplrp.com/product/education/300172-gen)   
2. Articles and case studies (provided after enrollment in the Moodle LMS) 
3. Online resources:  

a. http://www.wrightslaw.com/advoc/articles/Crisis.html  
b. http://www.wrightslaw.com/law/caselaw/ussupct.honig.doe.htm 
c. http://www.wrightslaw.com/blog/?p=2192 
d. http://www.wrightslaw.com/blog/?p=1044 
e. https://www.prosperoteaching.com/blog/2024/02/behaviour-management-strategies-in-

primary-schools 
f. https://www.ascd.org/el/articles/discipline-and-the-special-education-student 

 
Support resources (highly recommended, but not required): 

1. Neurodiversity in the Classroom: Strength-Based Strategies to Help Students with Special 
Needs Succeed in School and Life (61712th Edition), by Thomas Armstrong. 
(https://a.co/d/f4mmhHV) 

http://www.wrightslaw.com/law/caselaw/ussupct.honig.doe.htm
http://www.wrightslaw.com/blog/?p=2192
http://www.wrightslaw.com/blog/?p=1044
https://www.prosperoteaching.com/blog/2024/02/behaviour-management-strategies-in-primary-schools
https://www.prosperoteaching.com/blog/2024/02/behaviour-management-strategies-in-primary-schools
https://www.ascd.org/el/articles/discipline-and-the-special-education-student
https://a.co/d/f4mmhHV
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2. A Teacher's Guide to Special Education: A Teacher's Guide to Special Education by David F. 
Bateman (Author), Jenifer L. Cline (Author) (https://a.co/d/3c03kKk) 

 
 


