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Guided Reflection  
 
Your Reflection will include completed charts as well as a 2-3 page paper answering the guiding 
questions below.  Use this page as a guide as you create a separate document with your responses.  
The document you create will be turned in at your exit interview.  Please note, the Guided Reflection is 
NOT a summary of all your work, but a synthesis of the learning you engaged in throughout this course.   
 
Guided Reflection Charts - Complete the charts below to categorize and analyze the work 
completed in this course.  Use these charts to guide your reflection as you answer the questions 
below. Expand the tables as necessary.  
 

Chart #1 - Complete Professional Reading and Aligning Classroom Environment 
ONLY if you logged hours for these categories. The categories you list should 
directly match the categories you identified on your log. 
 

Category From Log Your Total # of Hours  Calculate the % of Category to 
Your Total Hours 

Professional Reading up to 25% 13 9% 

Aligning Classroom 
Environment to the Curriculum  
up to 10% 

15 10% 

Curriculum Development 74 49% 

Team work 6 4% 

Staff Development 3 2% 

Technology 25 16% 

Assessment 10 7% 

Student Grouping 4 3% 
 
Chart #2 - Explain how your work in this course aligns with the standards* that are 
applicable to your role. (CCSS or Curriculum Standards for your district and content 
area and/or your Professional Growth Plan).  Which standards did your work in this 
course address?  
*Note, you may have done work with many standards, this is a highlight of where your 
goals were focused.  Select the 2-3 most applicable standards/areas of focus.   

Standards of Emphasis Application of the Standards in My Work 
• Reading Standards for Literature: RL.K.I, 

RL.K.2, RL.K.4, RL.K.IO 
• Reading Standards: Foundational Skills: 

RF.K.I 
• Speaking and Listening Standards: SL.K.I, 

SL.K.2, SL.K.3, SL.K.4, SL.K.6 

Lucy Calkins RUOS Launching the Reading 
Workshop.  Implementation and data collection for 
increased student achievement. 
 
 



 

• Language Standards: L.K.6 
• Reading Standards for Literature: RL.K.l, 

RL.K.IO 
• Reading Standards for Informational Text: 

Rl.K.l, Rl.K.2, Rl.K.3, Rl.K.4, Rl.K.5, Rl.K.6, 
Rl.K.7, Rl.K.8, Rl.K.9, Rl.K.lO 

• Reading Standards: Foundational Skills: 
RF.K.l, RF.K.2, RF.K.3, RF.K.4 

• Speaking and Listening Standards: SL.K1, 
SL.K.2, SL.K.3, SL.K.4, SL.K.6 

• Writing Standards: W.K.2, W.K.3, W.K.7, 
W.K.8 

• Language Standards: L.K.l,L.K.2 L.K.4, L.K.5, 
L.K.6 

Lucy Calkins RUOS Becoming Avid Readers.  
Increased student understanding and engagement 
 

• Standards: W.K.3 W.K.5 SL.K.l SL.K.3 
SL.K.4 SL.K.5 L.K.2 

Lucy Calkins WUOS Unit 1 Launching the Writing 
Workshop 
Understanding and practice of writing essentials 

• Standards: K.CC.A.3 K.CC.B.4a,b,c K.CC.B.5 
K.CC.C.6 K.CC.C.7 K.G.A.l K.G.A.3 
K.G.B.4 K.MD.A.l K.MD.A.2 K.MD.B.3 
K.NBT.A.l K.OA.A.I K.OA.A.2 K.OA.A.3 

Kindergarten Guiding Math Binders 
Implementation of Kindergarten math program 

 
 
Guided Reflection Questions - Please answer the questions below in a 2-3 page paper. Your 
paper must contain responses to all five of the questions and be reflective of graduate-level 
work.  You will answer each question independently.  If you have collaborated with a colleague 
on the project, please be sure that your paper is a unique reflection of what you have 
accomplished.   
 
 
1. Using your responses to chart #1, reflect on how your work in EACH category will 
maximize student achievement.   
 
2. Using your responses from chart #2, summarize how your work aligns with standards 
applicable to your role.   
 
3. As a result of this course, what next steps will you take and how will you measure 
them ? 
 
4. How has your experience with this course helped you to implement district initiatives? 
 
5. What will you do to share your learning from this course with your colleagues? 
 
Reflective Summary  

#1 Educational reform must start with how students learn and how teachers teach.  As I read that, 

I reflected on how my students learn in my class based on how I teach. I realized I could be 

doing much less. By that I mean, I tend to give my students more information then I need to. I 

need to give less help to my students. I have begun to give my students more time to think and 

share with peers. I am trying to invite students to "search for understanding, appreciate 

uncertainty, and acquire responsibly." I want my students to feel safe sharing their thoughts and 



 

make sure I honor all of their answers. I remember as a child how afraid I was to raise my hand 

in class. I was worried I would give the wrong answer and be told so.  When students are taught 

parts without being shown the wholes it is hard for students to make connections. I'm trying to 

adapt the curriculum to my students' needs verses having my students adapt to the curriculum. I 

will focus on having my students learn in order to generate long-term understanding. "Schooling 

must be a time of curiosity, exploration, and inquiry." I will accomplish this by having more 

student-to-student interactions, homework and classwork will be more interdisciplinary, and 

encourage students to think for themselves (not give them the answers). I do have to consider my 

students' cognitive developmental abilities as I each 4-6 year olds. "There is a long process of 

building intellectual structures that change and interact and combine." I know that having a 

constructivist classroom and becoming a constructivist teacher will take time and won't be easy. 

However, continuing education, patience (with myself as a learner), and application will help. 

Last year we incorporated Lucy Calkins Reading Units of Study (RUOS).  The whole year I felt 

like I was barely keeping my head above water and never seemed to have enough time to read 

everything. However, because of this course I was able to go back and read the RUOS and 

WUOS. What a difference it has made. I have a much better understanding, was able to make 

teaching notes, and I feel like I am now able to teach in a more consistent manner. I also feel that 

I'm able to give my students more ownership in their reading and writing.  

 

Aligning the classroom environment to the curriculum optimizes the conditions for quality 

learning. Having materials easily accessible and organized for students creates an environment 

where students can take the lead in their own learning. My students won't have to depend on me 

to access materials. I feel that I have aligned my classroom environment into a student-centered 

space. This in turn helps students develop a sense of individual/group ownership of the 

classroom. It helps to actively engage students in their learning. It will give my students the 

ability to move around the classroom more responsibly and independently. I'm hoping that by 

giving them more ownership in their learning this will also teach them to value and care for the 

materials they use.  

I’ve incorporated many classroom resources that promoted movement.  An example of this is 

our Moving Word Wall. When students are writing and need help spelling a word they can go 

over to the Moving Word Wall. They will then take a ring of words (that begin with letter of the 

word they need help with) back to their table. I have word rings with picture supports and ones 

without in order to differentiate. I also created Write the Room and Read the Room activities to 

promote movement and actively engage students.  



 

Along those same lines, the SmartBoard lessons I created are highly engaging and can be done 

independently once I show students how they work.  

Aligning Lucy Calkins RUOS & WUOS will help me teach the priority standards my district 

has in place. Being organized and prepared will improve my teaching and students' learning. I 

now have standards, essential questions, enduring understandings, skills, demonstrations of 

learning, mentor texts, structures, resources, modifications/accommodations and cross-

curricular connections all on one page.  

The Literacy Skills Assessment (LSA) I recreated in ESGI has already had a huge impact for 

my teammates and me. It has saved us a tremendous amount time spent assessing and 

compiling data. We are now able to share data with specialists, colleagues, and administration 

easily. We are also able to analyze the data quickly in our PLCs to respond to students' needs. I 

have already shared the assessments hat were created with another school in the district and 

they have had the same success we have.  

#2 As a kindergarten teacher, the focus of my work with the Lucy Calkins programs in reading 

and writing, and my kindergarten math program, were aligned with state standards and district 

initiatives.  As a result, I will be prepared to implement these programs with fidelity and 

collect the data necessary to improve student achievement.  Students will understand the 

concepts presented at their academic level resulting in increased interest and engagement. 

#3 The next steps I will take is to collaborate with my colleagues and share my work. I will also  

implement the resources created to increase student engagement and create a more  

constructivist classroom. I will measure it by comparing student scores from last year to this  

year. I will also use common formative assessments (a district initiative in PLCs) as a measure  

of students learning.  

 

#4 Because of this course, I was able to create an online assessment that helps in our district PLC  

work. I was also able to align curriculum to my districts priority standards. The creation of  

SmartBoard activities and an interactive assessment also meets the districts initiatives in  

technology.  

 

#5 I will share what I have learned in this course with a variety of groups in my school and district.  

I will share the resources I created with my colleagues. The assessments created in ESGI will be 

shared with other kindergarten teachers across the district.  I will be collaborating with the leaders 

of our District Kindergarten Study Team to demonstrate how to implement ESGI.  Overall this 



 

course has benefited not only me, but the other kindergarten teachers at my site and across the 

district. 

 


