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Workshop Syllabus
Workshop Overview:
Join us for an immersive professional learning experience exploring how OpenSciEd Unit 7.6: Earth’s
Resources & Human Impact engages students in making sense of real-world droughts and floods
across the U.S. Participants will experience key lessons as students do—analyzing data, developing
models, and uncovering how rising temperatures and carbon imbalances impact communities.
Discover strategies to support student sensemaking, systems thinking, and problem-solving around
climate-related challenges. You'll leave ready to use the unit’s instructional resources to foster
meaningful, community-connected science learning in your classroom.

Workshop Location: Online Virtual

The five live sessions are scheduled on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 6:00 PM to 9:00 PM Eastern
time. (15 hours) Specific program dates are November 18, 20, and December 2, 4, and 9, 2025

Workshop Learning Objectives:

This virtual workshop series will prepare you to implement this OpenSciEd unit successfully by:

* Providing practical strategies to support student thinking, sensemaking, and engagement

* Letting you experience lessons through a student lens to better understand the learning process
» Showcasing real classroom examples through student work, videos, and discussions

 Sharing insights, tools, and best practices from experienced OpenSciEd educators.

Assignment Requirements to earn 1.5 graduate-level credits:

A. Provide Proof of your attending all five virtual sessions by sending a copy of the certificate
received from NSTA for attending the live 15 hours of virtual workshop time.

B. Write a brief summary of each of three of the five sessions attended. Summarize each of the
three sessions in 150-250 words. Cover the following topics:
e What can | apply to my teaching?
e What were the strengths?
¢ What would have made this session/workshop more valuable to me?

C. Plan a classroom discussion!
e Choose a lesson from the OSE unit or an upcoming lesson that you will be teaching.
e Complete the OpenSciEd Discussion Planning Tool
o Be sure to change the “flow” to match your discussion
o Include prompts and anticipated student responses
o Include visuals/graphic organizers/artifacts that you might create
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_pFLvJer8FbSkNZdEOPO3HRcYlrnkc9UJ9xkaKCr5Uk/edit?usp=sharing

Submitting Work: Submit assignments by January 21, 2026. Send your documents as
attachments with a message to the following email address: Lisa@DominicanCAonline.com
*Title your message with your last name and the course number.

Registration Instructions: Register within 3 weeks of the workshop ending date. Register by
12.24.25.

Click on the “Explore Courses” link at the top and select Workshops”. Scroll down to EDUO 9428
OpenSciEd Middle School Unit 7.6 Unit Launch Workshop Series
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