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Positive Behavioral Interventions & Supports (PBIS)  
for Inclusive Classrooms  

EDUO 9402  2 Graduate-Level Credits/Units 
Instructor – Lisa Waxman, M.S., P.P.S. 
Email – lwaxman@dominicancaonline 

Course Syllabus 
 
Course Overview: This course equips teachers with the knowledge and tools to implement Positive 
Behavioral Interventions and Supports (PBIS) at the classroom level while also utilizing tiered supports at the 
school wide level.  Educators will learn proactive strategies to model and reinforce positive behavior, and 
respond effectively to challenges. Students will read online articles and chapters in suggested texts  and 
respond to written prompts that encourage reflection and application of PBIS at their own site.  
 
Course Objectives: 
 
By the end of the course, students will be able to do the following: 
 

● Examine the foundations of PBIS and how alignment with IDEA supports the success of all students. 

● Understand and apply behavioral principles behind PBIS  

● Differentiate Tier 1, 2, and 3 behavioral interventions and recognize appropriate application. 

● Apply PBIS strategies to a case study  

● Design a PBIS implementation plan/matrix to continue to develop at your school site  

Support Resources: 

1. Harlacher, J. and Rodriguez, B.J., (2018) Schoolwide Positive Behavioral Interventions and Support, 

Integrating All Three Tiers.  

2. Simonsen, B. and Meyers,D. (2025) Classwide Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports. 

3. Positive Environments, Network of Trainers (PENT) 

4. PBIS.org Practice Guide - Supporting and Responding to Students’ social, emotional and behavioral 
needs. 

5. NEPBIS Virtual Academy 
6. PBIS Toolkit 
7. MTSS4Success Resource Library 

Course Relation to CCS or other Professional Standards  
Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports make academic material accessible to students.  PBIS 
emphasizes explicitly teaching social, emotional, and behavioral expectations, ensuring students know how to 
learn effectively. PBIS also promotes cooperative learning environments where students practice collaboration, 
communication, and self-regulation — key capacities emphasized in CCSS “College and Career Readiness” 
standards. 
 
 

https://www.pent.ca.gov/pbis/about/index.aspx
https://cdn.prod.website-files.com/5d3725188825e071f1670246/680ffe6278739921d85736d4_Supporting%20and%20Responding%20to%20Students%E2%80%99%20Social%2C%20Emotional%2C%20and%20Behavioral%20Needs.pdf
https://nepbis.org/pbis-academy-virtual-training-page?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.panoramaed.com/blog/pbis-team-toolkit-free-resources?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://mtss4success.org/resource-library?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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How to Submit Coursework  
Each completed assignment in this course is submitted to the instructor for review. Follow directions at the end 
of each assignment on how to prepare and submit your assignments. Name each file submitted with your last 
name and assignment number (i.e. BrownAssignment3. Make sure you place your full name, course number 
and assignment number at the top of each document page. You will receive feedback from your instructor 
within 5 days indicating successful completion of the assignment or the need for revision. Assignment grades 
will be averaged for the final course grade.  
 
Submit completed work to the corresponding Module dropboxes in Moodle 
 
Course Modules 
 

Module 1: Foundations of  PBIS    (3  hours) 

Objective 
Students will learn about the guiding principles of PBIS and how it supports 

equitable teaching practices.  

Assignment(s) 
Activities and 

Needed 
Materials 

1A Readings:  

1. Simonsen and Meyers, Chapter 1 

2. Resource: PBIS.org — What is PBIS? (overview article and short video) 

3. PBIS and Students With Disabilities  

4. MTSS vs. Special Education  

1B: Assignments: 

1. Students will complete an instructor-generated attitude survey regarding 

equitable teaching practices in the general education classroom. (Appendix 1) √ 

 

2. Students will write a 3-5 page reflection on the results of their survey. 

(Appendix 1) √ 

 

Submit your completed Module 1 work to the Moodle, Module 1 Dropbox.  

Assessment 

Reflection paper evaluated for clarity, application of readings, and equity 

considerations. 

The Course Assessment Rubric will be used to assess if the module objective(s) 
were met. Grades and comments will be issued via the LMS 

 
 
 

Module 2:  Behavioral Principles within PBIS  (6  hours)                             

Objective 

Students will develop a deeper understanding of the ABC’s of behavior 

(Antecedent, Behavior, Consequence), identify effective reinforcers and classroom 

strategies that prevent or reduce target behaviors while promoting positive student 

engagement. 

Assignment(s) 
Activities and 

2A Reading: 
1. Simonsen and Meyers, Chapter 2 

https://www.pbis.org/pbis/what-is-pbis
https://www.pbis.org/topics/students-with-disabilities
https://www.panoramaed.com/blog/mtss-special-education?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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Needed 
Materials 

2. PBIS.org PDF “Supporting and Responding to Student’s Social, 

Emotional, and Behavioral Needs: Evidence-Based Practices for 

Educators” link 

3. Tier 2 Interventions within the framework of SWPBS pdf  

2B: Assignments:  

1. (Appendix 2) √). Write a 3-5 page paper in which you answer the prompt 
related to behavior principles within PBIS     

Submit your completed Module 2 work to the Moodle, Module 2 Dropbox. 

Assessment 
 
The Course Assessment Rubric will be used to assess if the module objective(s) 
were met. Grades and comments will be issued via the LMS 

 

Module 3:  Understanding Tiers of Intervention  (7  hours)                                  

Objective 
Students will differentiate between Tiers 1, 2, and Tier 3 interventions that support 

student achievement.   

Assignment(s) 
Activities and 

Needed 
Materials 

3A Reading: 
1. Harlacher & Rodriguez, Chapters 2, 3 and 4  

2. PBIS.org PDF “Supporting and Responding to Student’s Social, 

Emotional, and Behavioral Needs: Evidence-Based Practices for 

Educators” link. 

3. Tier 2 Interventions within the framework of SWPBS pdf  

3B: Assignments:  

2. In a 3–5 page written paper, demonstrate your understanding of tier 1,2,and 
3 interventions (Appendix 3) √). 

Submit your completed Module 3  work to the Moodle, Module 3 Dropbox. 

Assessment 
 
The Course Assessment Rubric will be used to assess if the module objective(s) 
were met. Grades and comments will be issued via the LMS 

 

 

Module 4: Case Study Implementing PBIS     (10-16  hours over 4-6 weeks)                                                     

Objective 

Students will implement PBIS Tier 2 or 3 strategies with a target student, 
documenting behavioral changes over the course of 4-6 weeks. 

Students will write up the case study utilizing an instructor-provided outline. 

 

Assignment(s) 
Activities and 

Needed Materials 

4A: Readings: 

1. Harlacher & Rodriguez, Chapter 3 and Appendix pg. 192 

2. Simonsen and Meyers, Chapters 4 and 5 

3. PBIS.org  “Supporting and Responding to Student’s Social, Emotional, 

and Behavioral Needs: Evidence-Based Practices for Educators”  

4. Tier 2 Interventions within the framework of MTSS/SWPBS pdf  

https://www.pbis.org/classroom-pbis
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PTDpQ2yIswQ6AcXOGr6EFpPFaxnaJM60/view?usp=sharing
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC3004682/pdf/i1998-1929-3-1-33.pdf
https://www.pbis.org/classroom-pbis
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PTDpQ2yIswQ6AcXOGr6EFpPFaxnaJM60/view?usp=sharing
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC3004682/pdf/i1998-1929-3-1-33.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PTDpQ2yIswQ6AcXOGr6EFpPFaxnaJM60/view?usp=sharing
https://www.pbis.org/resource-type/practice-guides
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC3004682/pdf/i1998-1929-3-1-33.pdf
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5. Blank Template of Tier 2 Interventions pdf 

4B: Assignments:  

1. Students will complete a case study focusing on one student in their 

classroom/at their school site. (Appendix 4) √  

2. Students will implement Tier 2 or 3 positive behavioral 

interventions/supports strategies with the target student, 

documenting behavioral and academic changes over the course of 4-

6 weeks.  

3. Students will write up the case study utilizing an instructor-provided 

outline. 

Submit your completed Module 4 work to the Moodle, Module 4 Dropbox.  

Assessment 
 
The Course Assessment Rubric will be used to assess if the module objective(s) 

were met. Grades and comments will be issued via the LMS 

 
 

Module 5: PBIS School/Clas Implementation Plan  (5  hours) 

Objective 

Complete PBIS Implementation Plan/Matrix for your school site and classroom 

using any relevant sources/materials provided. Refer to figure #1 and figure #2 in 

this example for ideas.  

Assignment(s) 
Activities and 

Needed 
Materials 

 
5A Resources: 
 

1. https://www.pbis.org/classroom-pbis 

2. https://pent.ca.gov/is/is/index.aspx 

3. https://www.pent.ca.gov/is/am/index.aspx 

4. Example of PBIS Classroom Implementation Matrix 

 
5B: Assignments:   Complete PBIS Implementation Plan/Matrix 
 (See appendix 5) 
 

Submit your completed Module 5 work to the Moodle, Module 5 Dropbox 

Assessment 
 

The Course Assessment Rubric will be used to assess if the module objective(s) 
were met. Grades and comments will be issued via the LMS 

 

 

 

. 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Cc6o8YEb4Qxw9SsZovkON3nAhjzNWT9j/view
https://cdn.prod.website-files.com/5d3725188825e071f1670246/62f6bad84d68af564c04e030_Creating%20a%20Classroom%20Teaching%20Matrix.pdf
https://www.pbis.org/classroom-pbis
https://pent.ca.gov/is/is/index.aspx
https://www.pent.ca.gov/is/am/index.aspx
https://cdn.prod.website-files.com/5d3725188825e071f1670246/62f6bad84d68af564c04e030_Creating%20a%20Classroom%20Teaching%20Matrix.pdf
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Course Assessment Rubric:  
 

EXCELLENT  
  

Meets or Exceeds Course 
Objectives: A to A-    

ACCEPTABLE   
  

Majority of Work Meets Course  
Objectives; 

B+ to B-   

NOT ACCEPTABLE  
  

 Needs Considerable 
Improvement:  
Resubmit Work  

C or below  

All work submitted reflects in-
depth understanding of course 
objectives.   

Most work submitted reflects in-
depth understanding of course 
objectives.  

Work shows little or no in-depth 
understanding of course 
objectives.  

Assignment responses show 
evidence of new knowledge 
evidenced by thoughtful, detailed 
and accurate assignment 
responses.   

Most assignment responses show 
evidence of new knowledge 
evidenced by thoughtful, detailed 
and accurate assignment 
responses.  

Responses show little to no 
evidence of new knowledge as 
evidenced by lack of thoughtful, 
detailed and accurate assignment 
responses.   

Work submitted was organized 
and clearly articulated.   
The student carefully followed all 
assignment instructions. The 
instructor did not have to provide 
continual assignment clarification 
or request revisions.   

Most work submitted was organized 
and clearly articulated.  
The student carefully followed all 
assignment instructions. The 
instructor had to provide continual 
assignment clarification or ask for 
revisions.     

Work submitted was not 
organized or not clearly 
articulated. The instructor had to 
provide constant clarification and 
ask for continued revisions.   

Assignment content and required 
projects were original.  

Assignment content and required 
projects were original.  

Evidence that not all assignment 
content and required projects 
were original.  

Work is free of spelling and/or 
grammatical errors.  

Work has few spelling and/or 
grammatical errors.  

Work has numerous spelling 
and/or grammatical errors.  

 
 
 
Appendix  

Appendix 1: Attitude Survey  

Instructions: Please complete the survey using the scoring key below, tally your scores, and use them to 

compose your reflective essay. Mark your answers on the following answer sheet.  

Submit your answer sheet to the professor.  

Scale: 1: strongly disagree, 2: disagree, 3: neutral/don’t know, 4: agree, 5: strongly agree 

Equity and Inclusion (Q1-5)         

1. All students, regardless of background, deserve equitable access to high-quality instruction. 

 

2. Equitable teaching requires adjusting instruction to meet diverse student needs. 

 

3. Students learn best when their cultural backgrounds are respected and valued. 

 

4. Equity in the classroom benefits all learners, not just those from historically marginalized groups. 

 

5. Providing the same resources to all students is not always equitable—some students may need 

additional support. 
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Confidence in Equitable Teaching (Q6–10) 

6. I feel confident adapting lessons to meet the needs of students with disabilities. 

 

7. I can adjust instruction for English learners without lowering expectations. 

 

8. I am confident addressing biases that may arise in my classroom. 

 

9. I can recognize when my teaching practices are not meeting the needs of all learners. 

 

10. I am confident engaging families from diverse cultural and linguistic backgrounds. 

Equitable Classroom Practices (Q11–15) 

11. I differentiate instruction to address the varied learning needs of my students. 

 

12. I use multiple forms of assessment to ensure students can demonstrate learning in different ways. 

 

13. I intentionally select instructional materials that reflect student diversity. 

 

14. I provide opportunities for student voice and choice in the classroom. 

 

15. I address discipline and behavior in ways that are fair and culturally responsive. 

Perceptions & Challenges (Q16–20) 

16. My school provides adequate training on equitable teaching practices. 

 

17. Inconsistent implementation of equity practices among staff creates challenges. 

 

18. Time and workload are barriers to fully implementing equitable teaching practices. 

 

19. I need more resources and professional development to support equity in my classroom. 

 

20. Equitable teaching practices are essential for preparing all students for success beyond school 
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Attitude Survey Answer Sheet  

  

Name: ____________________________________  

Date: _____________  

1 _____  

2 _____  

3. _____  

4. _____  

5. _____  

6. _____  

7. _____  

8. _____  

9. _____  

10. _____  

11. _____  

12. _____  

13. _____  

14. _____  

15. _____  

16. _____  

17. _____  

18. _____  

19. _____  

20. _____  
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Total score Q1-5, Equity and Inclusion _______ (ex. If all “ 

 

Total Score for Q6–10, Confidence in Equitable Teaching _______ 

 

Total Score for Q11-15, Equitable Classroom Practices _____ 

 

Total Score for Q16-20, Perceptions and Challenges   _______ 

 

 

 

 

                               Appendix 1 : Attitude Survey Reflective Essay Instructions  

Read over the response sheet your professor returned to you after you submitted your attitude survey 

answers. Are you surprised by the findings? How are your attitudes reflected in your teaching style and 

classroom management? Do you think your attitude is shared by your colleagues? Your site administrator? 

The special education staff? Do you find yourself focusing your disciplinary efforts on students with special 

needs? Are they more on your “radar” than other students? How might this impact their performance in your 

class? What do you feel your strengths are in regards to effectively dealing with behavior in your classroom? 

What are your areas for improvement? What are you hoping to gain from this course?  

Write a 3-5 page essay addressing the questions above as well as any other insights you have based upon 

the attitude survey. Note: You will not be able to complete this assignment until the professor returns your 

answers to you.  

Appendix 2: PBIS Behavior Principles Essay Instructions 

In a 3–5 page written reflection and application paper, address the following: 

1. Explain the ABC’s of Behavior: 

 

○ Define antecedent, behavior, and consequence. 

 

○ Provide one classroom-based example that illustrates how these three elements interact. 

 

2. Identify Reinforcers: 

 

○ Describe the difference between positive and negative reinforcement. 

 

○ Discuss at least three types of reinforcers that may be effective in a classroom setting, 

considering diverse student needs. 

 

3. Apply Effective Strategies: 

 

○ Research and describe two evidence-based behavior strategies that can be implemented to 

prevent or reduce target behaviors in the classroom (e.g., proactive classroom management 

techniques, antecedent modifications, reinforcement systems). 

 

○ Provide an example of how you could apply each strategy with your own students. 
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                               Appendix 3: Tiered Interventions Essay Instructions 

       Module 3 Essay  

Write a 3-5 page paper demonstrating your understanding of tiers 1,2 , and 3 within the PBIS/MTSS 

framework. Include examples of interventions, applications to practice, and reflect on equity and inclusion. 

Follow the format below: 

 Part I: Understanding the Tiers 

1. Define each tier (Tier 1, Tier 2, Tier 3) within the PBIS/MTSS framework. 
 

○ What is the purpose of each tier? 
 

○ Who benefits from interventions at each level? 
 

○ How do the tiers build on one another? 
 

Part II: Examples of Interventions 

2. Provide at least 2–3 concrete examples of classroom interventions for each tier. 
 

○ Tier 1 (schoolwide/classroomwide supports, e.g., routines, expectations, reinforcement). 
 

○ Tier 2 (targeted small group supports, e.g., Check-In/Check-Out, social skills groups). 
 

○ Tier 3 (individualized, intensive supports, e.g., behavior intervention plans, FBA-driven 
strategies). 
 

Part III: Application to Practice 

3. Discuss how you would apply these interventions in your own classroom or instructional setting. 
 

○ How would you ensure Tier 1 is strong and consistent? 
 

○ How would you identify students in need of Tier 2 or Tier 3 support? 
 

○ How would you collaborate with colleagues, families, and specialists at each level? 
 

Part IV: Equity & Inclusion Considerations 

4. Reflect on how equity and inclusion influence the way interventions are implemented. 
 

○ How do you ensure interventions are culturally responsive? 
 

○ How can you prevent bias in identifying students for Tier 2 and Tier 3? 
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Appendix 4: Case Study Instructions  

Choose a student in your classroom or at your school site. Identify 2-3 problem behaviors the student is 

demonstrating. Operationally define the behavior (see Case Study Outline)  

Using any data sheets provided in the course resources section OR creating your own data collection form, 

take data on the student’s target behavior for one week.  

Utilizing course texts and resources, as well as any other outside resources, identify and implement PBIS 

strategies with the target student, documenting behavioral and academic changes over the course of 2-3 

weeks following data collection.  

Using the Case Study Outline and all additional documentation, write up your case study. 

 

 

    Case Study Template  

  

Student’s FIRST Name: _____________________ Grade: _______  Gender: ______  

Type of Classroom: _________________________ Type of School: ____________________  

  

Remember: This must be in essay format. The sections of your assignment are documented below.  

1. Brief description of student, including classroom placement, identified disability, past and current 

behaviors. Include any relevant testing information.   

2. Identify target behaviors and operationally define.  

a. Operational Definition: What is the target behavior? Define it in such a way that anyone who 

sees the behavior will know it’s the target behavior.  

    Example:   

      Bad: Johnny yells a lot.  

Operational Definition: Johnny screams the phrase, “I hate this!” while banging his desk 

with his fists.  

3. Summary of data collection: what did you learn? Include your data sheets in the appendix  

4. Identify PBIS strategies and create an implementation, describing your implementation plan in detail.   

5. Summarize the effects of each behavioral strategy based on the data you collected. Include your data 

sheets in the appendix.  

6. Reflection: Did the PBIS strategies work? Were they implemented with fidelity? What could have been 

done differently? How might this impact class/school-wide behavior? Etc.  

  

    Appendix 5: PBIS Implementation Plan/Matrix 

                  Feel free to use this Word Doc Template from PBIS.org  for teachers here 

                  Or create your own.  

  

http://pbis.org/
https://www.pbis.org/resource/creating-effective-classroom-environments-plan-template#:~:text=Educators%20can%20download%20this%20template,July%2025%2C%202024

