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Course Syllabus
Course Overview:
Al resources support educators with academic development and assist with everyday management
tasks. Students utilize Al to enhance their learning. Provide yourself with background and skills to
critically evaluate Al-generated content for instructional use. Discover how to align Al content with
standards and best practices for privacy, equity, and digital citizenship. Assessment is key in building
confidence for Al to become a teaching and learning partner that can enhance inquiry, creativity,
questioning, critical thinking and problem solving.

Course Learning Objectives: Course participants will have the opportunity to:
o Distinguish credible vs. misleading online content and teach students to do the same

e Integrate age-appropriate Al tools and conversations into lessons

« Guide students in understanding how Al influences what they see online (recommendation
algorithms, deepfakes, bias, etc.)

o Foster digital citizenship and ethical use of technology

Course Relation to CCS or other Professional Standards:

ISTE:

1.2 Digital Citizenship

Students manage their digital identity and understand the lasting impact of their online behaviors on
themselves and others and make safe, legal and ethical decisions in the digital world.

1.3 Knowledge Constructor

https:/l/iste.org/standards/students

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL6aVN 9hcQEFq4c68zLLPjnkiCSSFICjo

Students critically curate a variety of resources using digital tools to construct knowledge, produce
creative artifacts and make meaningful learning experiences for themselves and others.

1.3.a Effective Research Strategies

Students use effective research strategies to find resources that support their learning needs,
personal interests and creative pursuits.

1.3.b Evaluate Information

Students evaluate the accuracy, validity, bias, origin, and relevance of digital content.
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1.3.c Curate Information

Students curate information from digital resources using a variety of tools and methods to create
collections of artifacts that demonstrate meaningful connections or conclusions.

1.3.d Explore Real-World Issues

Students build knowledge by exploring real-world issues and gain experience in applying their
learning in authentic settings.

2.3.c Model Safe, Legal, Ethical Practices

Educators mentor students in safe, legal, and ethical practices with digital tools and content.

How to Submit Coursework

Each completed assignment in this course is submitted to the instructor for review. Follow directions
at the end of each assignment on how to prepare and submit your assignments. Your options are to
upload assignments to the Moodle LMS Module/Assignment Dropbox or, to submit work via Google
Drive. Share/notify with jherzdominicancourses@gmail.com Name each file submitted with your last
name and assignment number (i.e. BrownAssignment3. Make sure you place your full name, course
number and assignment number at the top of each document page. You will receive feedback from
your instructor within 5 work days indicating successful completion of the assignment or the need for
revision. Assignment grades will be averaged for the final course grade.

Assignment Guidelines:
- Add speaker notes to presentations.
- Maximum 1 video of short length (1 to 2 minutes)
- Cite all resources
- Your voice counts figuratively. Your words, thoughts and experiences are valued.

Assignment Modules

Module 1: Where and How Does Al Find Information

Objective

The obijective is for teachers and students to understand how Al chat find their
information. It takes a deeper look into its process of researching, analyzing and
then communicating what it considers to be relevant based on the submitted
prompt. Point out that Al thinking is literal. It is only retrieving information
available online and from it, summarizing the resources. Assessment and use of
the information up to the user.

Liken Al's prompt-inspired process to walking into a library, asking a question,
and within seconds every item on the shelves and computers has been
reviewed, analyzed and then assembled into a digital report sent to the users.
But, since Al is not a physical library, let’s investigate from where it retrieves
information.

Assignment(s)
Include Activities
and Needed
Materials

Read: Explained: Where Does Al Get Data From? (Key Insights)

This site digs deep into how Al collects information. Al users should understand
there is a process taking place and know their digital usage will become a future
part in the process. One of thousands of pieces Al may search through.

Look for: “You might wonder, where does Al get data from, and where does Al
get its information from in the first place?”

Read: Where Does Al Get Its Information From
Look for:: How Al Gathers Information. But don’t stop there.

Assignment: You are asked to present at an Al district workshop. The audience
is comprised of district teachers, counselors, admin and paraprofessionals.
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Share with them how Al searches operate. Keep it basic, engaging and show
examples via screenshots or live demonstration (you do not have to submit live
examples for this assignment, but you can include it will take place). Use a
document or presentation platform. Follow Assignment Guidelines,

Side Note: As part of its process, Al thinking shouldn’t stop at just presenting
data or organizing your next assignment or next year’s reading curriculum. Same
as we want from our students. Learning needs to continue. To be extended. If
the Al chat isn’t directly suggesting ideas or taking the user deeper into the topic,
the teacher then must jump in to prompt students to assist. Try to use Al chats
such as ChatGPT’s study and learn mode or SchoolAl's 2.0 Tutorial mode. Let
the Al chat help learning and retention be extended.

Submit work to the Module 1 Moodle dropbox or submit via a shared Google
Drive document. jherzdominicancourses@gmail.com

Assessment

Assignments will be assessed using the Course Assessment Rubric. Feedback
will be provided for each completed assignment.

Module 2 — Human Decision Making versus Al Decision Making

Objective

Why and When to Use Al and When Not Necessary

Educators often tell students that making academic mistakes is part of learning,
we learn from your mistakes. Testing and Al-based Adaptive instruction do not
have the same perspective. Looking into the difference between human decision
making and Al decision making is important before deciding just how much
students should use Al and how dependent teachers may care to become on its
use. What is lost could be more important than what is gained.

2.1 Read or Listen to a collegian’s Al opinion to see if it resonates with your
opinion on use and possible over or misuse of Al :

Text: Al Defeats the Purpose of a Humanities Education

YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y3xSKxyAbAo

Post your thoughts to the Module 2.1 Discussion Forum in Moodle.

2.2 Critically assess the value to the learning objective of content that Al
provided. Will the user (student) simply trust Al's results and choices. Should Al
and Human decision-making merge at some point. How can that merge occur.
Al: Al generative chats will assess vast amounts of data quickly, generatively
evaluate the relationship of data to the entered prompt and present an organized
user-friendly summary, often with further suggestions or solutions. Generative Al
Explained In 5 Minutes

Human: The human brain is constantly assessing information to provide
solutions but being human the result is a mixture of cognitive biases, emotions,
social influences, and neural mechanisms. [Understanding the Psychology of
Decision-Making]

Read the following articles about the human brain’s ability to gather data, assess
and make decisions.

Human Brain Project

In the Human Brain Project, researchers are using state-of-the-art
measurements, analysis and modelling tools to advance our knowledge of the
neural mechanisms underlying our senses, especially vision, which is
responsible for a large part of the information we receive from our surroundings.
Present-Moment Decision Making: How Awareness Changes Choices

We make approximately 35,000 decisions every day.
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Assignment(s)
Include Activities

2.2 Create a fact-filled Prezi or Slides presentation on:

- How Al thinks, assesses and makes decisions versus how humans think and
assess and make decisions. Include examples of when each one or when
merging the two would be the most useful.

and Needed

Materials ) o )
Submit 2.2 to the Module 2 Moodle dropbox or submit via a shared Google Drive
document. jherzdominicancourses@gmail.com
Assignments will be assessed using the Course Assessment Rubric. Feedback

Assessment

will be provided for each completed assignment.

Module 3: Aligning Critical Thinking with Critical Assessment of Al

Objective

Discover and communicate how properly quided critical assessment of Al
usage can benefit development of critical thinking skills.

Assignment(s)
Include Activities
and Needed
Materials

3.1 Prepare for parents attending in person or viewing online, a convincing
connection between the use of Al and development of critical thinking skills.
Guiding Goal for the presentation: Encouraging students to actively question,
verify, and critique Al-generated content transforms Al from a passive source
into a thinking partner that stimulates curiosity and deep understanding.
Read:

Al and Critical Thinking in Education

To Think or Not to Think: The Impact of Al on Critical-Thinking Skills
Developing Critical Thinking in Al: How to Evaluate Al Output for
Accuracy

Include in your presentation but necessary in this exact order:

a. Define critical thinking. Reference ISTE and/or CC Standards.

Explain its value to academic learning and to personal decision making.
b. Define, assessment. Reference ISTE and/or CC Standards.

Explain the necessity of assessment in education.

c. Example the results of an Al search on a topic in your classroom.

d. Make the case that “critical assessment of Al in education is fundamentally
an application and extension of critical thinking skills.”

(Source: Perplexity)

Resources to support your presentation:

15 Critical Thinking Activities For Students

9 Ways to Teach Students the Value of Slow, Methodical Thinking

Submit 3.1 to the Module 2 Moodle dropbox or submit via a shared Google
Drive document. jherzdominicancourses@gmail.com

Assessment

Assignments will be assessed using the Course Assessment Rubric. Feedback
will be provided for each completed assignment.
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Module 4: Assessment Strategies

Objective

Apply assessment strategies when reviewing information produced by Al
resources. There are 4 assignments 4.1, 4.2, 4.3, and 4.4 to submit.

Assignment
(s) Include
Activities
and Needed
Materials

Students may be assigned, permitted or, on their own, use Al-generated content
into their assignment. Strategies to support Al use when permitted or to curb
suspected content use in assignments, are needed. Simply citing resources does
not indicate assessment. Assessing resources adds time to assignments and
research.

When reviewing information produced by Al, the following criteria will help assess
the feedback. They can help guide you first, in teaching and secondly, requiring
students to ensure the information Al retrieved and suggested is true, thoughtful,
appropriate and accurately supports assignment learning objectives.

4.1Prepare and submit a Peer-viewed Presentation (Slides, Canva, Prezi) to
explain and support the A-E assessment strategies below.
Include how you would create an ongoing process for students where the use
of some or all the following take place when they use Al resources for their
work. (you can reference use of the checklists you will develop in part 2 of this
assignment)

A.

Source & Transparency
Does the Al cite credible sources or explain where the info came from?
Are there links or references you can follow to check facts?

Currency & Accuracy
Is the information current? Are dates and statistics up to date?
Are there any noticeable factual errors or generalizations?

Bias & Balance
Is the content one-sided or neutral?
Does it acknowledge different viewpoints, especially on complex issues?

Depth & Clarity
Is the explanation clear, well-structured, and accurate?
Does it show reasoning behind the answer?

Cross-Check

Can you confirm this info using textbooks, educational databases, or trusted
sites?

How does this answer compare with what experts say on the topic?

4.2 Create two Al Assessment Checklists, a and b, to assess information from Al
resources. Basic items on a checklist could include: date of publication;
credible site based on url (.com; .gov; .edu; .net; .mil;)

Look at the Resources section in this syllabus for assistance.

View the Example Checklist found in Moodle as a model to work from. Your
checklists must reflect your grade level and subject(s). Customize the lists
accordingly.

a) Teacher Use: Appropriate for your use

b) Student Use: Appropriate for your grade level

4.3 Prepare and submit a Peer-viewed Presentation (Slides, Canva, Prezi) to
explain and support the A-E assessment strategies.
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Include suggestions on how to build into Al-supported assignments, an
ongoing process for use of the full checklist in digital or hard-copy format.

4.4 Create:
a. A classroom assignment, using a format of your choice, that includes within
the assignment process how students will use the Student checklist and
your interaction with their use of the checklist (grades 4-12)
b. A grade-level or department curriculum development plan, using a format of
your choice, that engages use of Al resources. Use the Teacher checklist to
assess and validate the Al resources.

Submit the four Module assignments to the Module t dropbox or submit via a
shared Drive document. For presentations created with other than Slides, provide
access links to the presentation.

Give editing rights to jherzdominicancourses@gmail.com for Google products.

Assignments will be assessed using the Course Assessment Rubric. Feedback will be
provided for each completed assignment.

Module 5: Practice - Create, Assess and Expand — Practice to Learn

Objective

There are 3 objectives in this Module
e For you to prompt content in 3 Al chats

e Critically assess work that you prompted.

e Expand on the Al content to create related activities and continually assess
the newly created activities.

This process mirrors what you would do as an educator or when having
students use Al to create content. By starting with and remaining with a
critically assessed base of Al provided content, expanding the results (1.5
below) helps to maintain trust in the content.

5.1 Prompt Chat GPT and 2 other chats (Copilot, Perplexity,
Gemini, Claude or another of your choice) to each use the same
prompt to write a 350-word essay on...., | will send you the
prompt to use to get you started. First, I'll need to first know
some background what you are teaching (grade / subject).
Email jherz@dominicancourses@gmail.com Subject: EDUO
XXXX Module 1.A Essay

Make sure that when you get the chat'’s reply, content is

Assignment(s) sourced.
Include Activities If not already listed, ask for the sources.

and Needed
Materials

5.2Compare the three results, your awareness of differences.
Explain what you noticed.

5.3 Select one of the three results. Consider that choice a first
draft.

Were you convinced the facts it provided were accurate? Did
you take steps to validate facts and sources as reputable?
Explain.

5.4 Add your choice of the first draft to a fresh Drive doc or Word
Doc. Now personalize it. Consider revisions to make the essay
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more engaging through use of figurative or narrative language,
addition of other facts or data to match your style: You are now
“‘combining the computational power of Al with the nuance,
ethical considerations, and critical faculties that are uniquely
human.” Source

5.5 What else could be done with first draft. Ask the chat to add an
image, create a puzzle, write a story, create a presentation, create an
outline, add a map to connect the content to a community or global
location
List the option or options you decide on. Ask the chat to create your
choice. Include the resulting product in this assignment.

Submit all your Module 5 work to the Moodle Dropbox or via Drive
jherzdominicancourses@gmail.com

Assessment

Assignments will be assessed using the Course Assessment Rubric. Feedback
will be provided for each completed assignment.

Module 6: Helping Evaluate Misuse of Al Information

Objective

Finding Al resources to support the creation of assignments, curriculum plans
and help to manage repetitive classroom tasks is truly amazing. This course
does not cover strategies on how teachers and students should ethically use Al
generated content using chats and other tools such as Grammarly. There are,
though, some strategies that can assist you with determining if a student’s work
was ethically created. Students should be aware of their ethical responsibilities
as digital citizens, ISTE 1.2 Digital Citizen

Assignment(s)
Include Activities
and Needed
Materials

1) Using an Al chat of your choice, prompt it to look for best practices on “how
to determine ethical quality of generative Al outputs” (in quotes as part of a
suggested prompt). Specifics to consider adding to your initial prompt or
follow-up prompts:

a. Specify your grade level or student age
b. Evaluating Coherence and Relevance — ask for examples
c. Specify key items you should be looking for

Keep the process going until you have received at least 4 strategies that could
help you determine the originality and accuracy of Al content.

Assignment: Create a document:

- Identify the Al chat used.

- Copy / paste the sequence of prompts and replies:

Prompt:

Reply:

- You conclusion

Submit your Module 6 work to the Moodle Dropbox or via Drive
jherzdominicancourses@gmail.com

Assessment

Assignments will be assessed using the Course Assessment Rubric. Feedback
will be provided for each completed assignment.
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Course Assessment Rubric:

EXCELLENT

Meets or Exceeds Course
Objectives: A to A-

ACCEPTABLE

Majority of Work Meets Course
Objectives;
B+ to B-

NOT ACCEPTABLE

Needs Considerable Improvement:
Resubmit Work
Suggested: C or below

All work submitted reflects in-depth
understanding of course objectives.

Most work submitted reflects in-depth
understanding of course objectives.

Work shows little or no in-depth
understanding of course objectives.

Assignment responses show
evidence of new knowledge
evidenced by thoughtful, detailed
and accurate assignment
responses.

Most assignment responses show
evidence of new knowledge
evidenced by thoughtful, detailed and
accurate assignment responses.

Responses show little to no
evidence of new knowledge as
evidenced by lack of thoughtful,
detailed and accurate assignment
responses.

Work submitted was organized and
clearly articulated.

The student carefully followed all
assignment instructions. The
instructor did not have to provide
continual assignment clarification or
request revisions.

Most work submitted was organized
and clearly articulated.

The student carefully followed all
assignment instructions. The
instructor had to provide continual
assignment clarification or ask for
revisions.

Work submitted was not organized
or not clearly articulated. The
instructor had to provide constant
clarification and ask for continued
revisions.

Assignment content and required
projects were original.

Assignment content and required
projects were original.

Evidence that not all assignment
content and required projects were
original.

Work is free of spelling and/or
grammatical errors.

Work has few spelling and/or
grammatical errors.

Work has numerous spelling and/or
grammatical errors.

Supplementals and Resources

- Principles for Al in Education

Citing Resources for all online sourced content including Al sourcing

Online Content: MLA Works Cited

Page: Basic Format

https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research and citation/mla style/mla formatting and style guide/mla wo

rks cited page basic format.html

PBS LearningMedia offers thousands of free teaching resources, including videos, interactive lesson
plans, and games aligned with state and national standards. Educators can search for materials in
various subjects, including digital literacy, helping students analyze and assess online content

efficiently.

**Website:** [PBS LearningMedia] (https://www.pbslearningmedia.org/)

Share My Lesson is a comprehensive repository of free lesson plans, classroom activities, and
professional development tools for educators. It covers a wide range of topics with a collection of
resources on digital literacy and related themes like Al integration, making it easier to design lessons
that resonate with today’s tech-savvy students.

**Website:** [Share My Lesson] (h

ttps://sharemylesson.com/)
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Though widely known for its instructional videos and practice exercises, Khan Academy also provides
tools and frameworks that can help teachers structure lessons in math, science, humanities, and
more. Its resources can be adapted to include discussions about digital information—an excellent
foundation when teaching students to evaluate online content critically.

**Website:** [Khan Academy] (https://www.khanacademy.org/ )

TeacherVision offers a wide variety of lesson plan templates, educational activities, and subject-
specific resources designed exclusively for K-12 educators. The site is a handy tool for those looking
to adapt or create lessons that incorporate critical thinking and digital literacy skills.

**Website:** [TeacherVision] (https://www.teachervision.com/ )

Teaching Students How to Identify Credible Sources [CRAAP Process]
https://www.edutopia.org/article/students-identify-credible-research-sources/

Gathering Information and Evaluating Sources Lesson (3-5)
https://teachbritannica.com/lesson-minis/gathering-information-and-evaluating-sources/

Evaluating and Citing Sources (9-12)
https://teachbritannica.com/lesson-minis/evaluating-and-citing-sources/

Practicing Al Ethics Literacy: 10 scenarios for engaging with Al ethics in education

For Module 2:

Suggested Classroom Activity: Assessment Sharing

Divide students into small groups. Provide each group with 2—3 examples of online articles or social
media posts (some credible, some questionable).

Using a criteria checklist (e.g., source authority, evidence of bias, publication date, transparency),
groups debate and determine which pieces are reliable.

Each group produces a brief report on their findings and explains the red flags they detected.
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