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Technology by the Book 
Course 9192  1 Semester Credit/Unit 

Instructor – Joe Herz 
jherz@dominicancaonline.com 

 

Course Syllabus 
Technology by the Book may be taken for credit multiple times with multiple books. The first registration will 

be numbered EDUO 9192, the 2nd EDUO 9193, the 3rd EDUO 9194… up to EDUO 9199 
 

Course Overview:  
Stay current with technology teaching and learning methodologies and tools. Select from a list of timely books 
to learn about and implement interactive applications made possible by technology. Apply the technology to 
enhance your teaching and to support student learning. Reflect on book content and present plans to apply 
that content in a technology-supported teaching and learning environment.   
 
 

Course Learning Objectives: Participants will have opportunity to adapt their chosen book’s content to: 

• Gain and share an understanding of how the specific technology-based book content can enhance  
    their teaching and can support student learning 

• Connect technology use to professional, state, national and ISTE standards and SAMR progression  

• Advance their personal professional development goals 

• Present examples and scenarios of using the technology with students and if applicable, colleagues 
 

Course Relation to CCS or other Professional Standards  
CCS,  ISTE,  National and State Standards  SAMR 
 
 

How to Submit Coursework  
Each completed assignment in this course is submitted to the instructor for review. Follow directions at the 
end of each assignment on how to prepare and submit your assignments. Name each file submitted with your 
last name and assignment number (i.e. BrownAssignment3. Make sure you place your full name, course 
number and assignment number at the top of each document page. You will receive feedback from your 
instructor within on average, 5 days, indicating successful completion of the assignment or the need for 
revision. Assignment grades will be averaged for the final course grade.  
 
 
 
 

http://www.corestandards.org/read-the-standards/
https://www.iste.org/
http://www.educationworld.com/standards/
http://www.educationworld.com/standards/
http://www.educationworld.com/standards/
https://www.edsurge.com/news/2018-02-01-how-samr-and-tech-can-help-teachers-truly-transform-assessment
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Assignments 
There are 5 course assignments to complete. 

Assignment 1 - Forum A Welcome Post  

 
Objective: Share to an open forum, a few things about yourself, an overview of your technology 
experiences and your choice of book  
 
Assignment Activities:  Post a reply to the Forum A Welcome with the following content.  

1. Introduce yourself, share your subject matter/grade level and teaching environment (urban, 
rural, suburban virtual) followed by an overview of your technology-supported teaching 
experiences.  

2. The name of your book, author(s) and your reason(s) for selecting the book. Create the 
equivalent of a one-page, single-spaced 3-paragraph document to post to the Forum A 
Welcome Forum. You will not post a document. Only post your text.  

 
Assessment:  Assignment objectives are successfully met based on the course rubric. 
 

Assignment 2 - Content Objectives  

 
Objective: Become familiar with the book’s content for immediate and future applications of content 
to your role as teacher, colleague and promotor of technology to assist learning.  
 
Assignment Activities:  Using the book’s organization of content such as Chapters; Parts; Sections; 
write in your words, the objective of each. See below for details 

A. Book and Content objectives  

a. Book: title and main educational objective(s) in a single paragraph 

b. Content: List and review each section’s goal and content. Books whose content is 

organized with just a few sections should contain more depth in the objective reviews 

than books organized with multiple, smaller sections. Avoid brief, 1 or 2 sentence 

overviews.   

Create one document, single-spaced, to submit to the Assignment 2 Dropbox 

Assessment: Assignment objectives are successfully met based on the course rubric. 

 
Assignment 3 – Book Applications to Teaching  

 
Objective:  Select from the book five teaching or learning activities to use with students or share with 
colleagues.   
 
Assignment Activities:  Submit a written, detailed application for your five choices. Include in  each: 
your grade level and teaching position, ISTE Student Standards or Educator Standards  supported in 
each,  curriculum learning standards or target(s) supported, technology tools needed; activities 
participants will engage in or products they will create to meet the curriculum learning targets. Submit 
all five in one single-spaced document to the Assignment 3 Dropbox 

Assessment: Assignment objectives are successfully met based on the course rubric. 

https://www.iste.org/standards/iste-standards-for-students
https://www.iste.org/standards/iste-standards-for-teachers
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Assignment 4 –  In Conclusion  

 
Objective: Present to an audience of peers, the value of your book to support technology instruction. 
 
Assignment Activities:  Reflect on specific knowledge gained from reading your book selection by 
preparing a reflective, informative full-book analysis to be delivered to educators who are eager, but a 
bit unsure, on the value of the book’s subject matter to benefit their teaching and student learning. 
Select from the following two options to prepare your book reflection 

A. A 2-to-3-page single-spaced article that would appear in a educational journal  
B. A media presentation using a sharable basic presentation app such as PP, Prezi, Slides, Powtoon 

or similar. Avoid interactive presentation apps.  
Include in your choice, after an introduction of yourself, your background, book name and its 
objective: 

- Influences the book had on your philosophy of technology use in teaching   
- How you plan to incorporate some of the book’s content into technology-supported 
   lesson development or classroom activities 
- The relation of the technology to support student learning 
- Connect ISTE standards or SAMR, or both, to the book’s objective 
- Recap your project 
 

Assessment: Assignment objectives are successfully met based on the course rubric. 

 

Assignment 5 – Forum A Follow Up  

Objective: Reply to your original Forum A post with a follow up reflection.   
 
Assignment Activities:  Upon completing all course assignments, post a reply to your own original 
Forum A Welcome post.  
Reflect on the book having met your expectations and any other feedback you would like to share.  
 
Assessment:  Assignment objectives are successfully met based on the course rubric. 
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Course Materials:  Partial List of Books to Select From. This list will be updated regularly. If you would like to 

submit a book not on the list, email the instructor for approval. jherz@dominicancaonline.com  Subject: 

EDUO 9192 Technology Book Approval 

 

• The Distance Learning Playbook, Grades K-12: Teaching for Engagement and Impact in Any Setting 

by Douglas Fisher, Nancy Frey and Hattie John, Corwin, 7/2020. 

• Teaching in the Post Covid Classroom: Mindsets and Strategies to Cultivate Connection, Manage 

Behavior and Reduce Overwhelm in Classroom, Distance and Blended Learning by Grace Stevens, Red 

Lotus Books, 7/2020. 

• The Interactive Class: Using Technology to Make Learning More Relevant and Engaging in the 

Elementary Classroom by Joe and Kristin Merrill, Elevate Books Edu, 1/2020. 

• Teaching Effectively with Zoom: A practical guide to engage your students and help them learn by 

Dan Levy, Dan Levy,7/2020. 

• The Google Infused Classroom: A Guidebook to Making Thinking Visible and Amplifying Student 

Voice by Holly Clark and Tanya Avrith, Elevate Books Edu, 2019. 

• The Perfect Blend: A Practical Guide to Designing Student-Centered Learning Experiences by Michele 

Eaton, ISTE, 6/2020. 

• The Online Teaching Survival Guide: Simple and Practical Pedagogical Tips 2nd Edition by Judith 

Boettcher and Rita-Marie Conrad, Jossey-Bass, 2016. 

• Teaching in The Online Classroom: Surviving and Thriving in the Online Classroom by Doug Lemov, 

Jossey-Bass, 9/2020. 

• Teach Boldly: Using Edtech for Social Good by Jennifer Williams, ISTE, 2019. 

Today’s students are ready to design, dream and MAKE the future. Teach Boldly: Using Edtech for 

Social Good is a guide for educators ready to apply innovative practices, meaningful technology use 

and global collaboration to drive the change they want to see in the world. Readers will learn how to 

create a customized plan for education innovation, with strategies for constructing agile classroom 

environments, digital storytelling and communicating across lines of difference, and prioritizing 

feedback and active listening. 

• Shake Up Learning: Practical Ideas to Move Learning from Static to Dynamic by Kasey Bell, Dave 

Burgess Consulting, Inc, 2018. 

This isn't a book about technology, Google, silver bullets, or pie-in-the-sky thinking. This is a book 

about LEARNING! 

Technology is not a magic solution for education. It is an opportunity! An opportunity to shake things 

up, to connect and grow, and to create dynamic learning experiences for our students!   

In this three-part book, you will explore WHY it's time to Shake Up Learning, WHAT changes we can 

make in our classrooms to support dynamic learning experiences, and HOW to plan meaningful lessons 

for your classroom. Rapidly evolving technology and the demands of the digital age are transforming 

not only the way we live but also the way we learn. COVID-19 changed everything! Technology can no 

longer be ignored. Learning can now go BEYOND the bounds of the school walls, beyond subject and 

grade level, beyond digital tools as substitution, beyond the due date, and even beyond the school day. 

One thing is certain: Educators cannot continue the status quo if they expect to equip young people for 

the world to come. Teachers now find themselves trying to figure how to teach online. This idea of 

remote learning, home learning, distance learning, or virtual learning is much different and requires 

more than just posting an assignment online. 

mailto:jherz@dominicancaonline.com
https://www.amazon.com/reader/B08B5ZBRGM/ref=rdr_sb_li_hist_1&state=01111
https://www.amazon.com/Teaching-Post-Covid-Classroom-Strategies/dp/0998701963/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr=
https://www.amazon.com/Teaching-Post-Covid-Classroom-Strategies/dp/0998701963/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr=
https://www.amazon.com/Interactive-Class-Technology-Elementary-Classroom/dp/1733481451/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3GIX3KYPDKZYR&dchild=1&keywords=the+interactive+classroom+by+joe+merrill&qid=1596053239&sprefix=the+interact%2Caps%2C234&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Interactive-Class-Technology-Elementary-Classroom/dp/1733481451/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3GIX3KYPDKZYR&dchild=1&keywords=the+interactive+classroom+by+joe+merrill&qid=1596053239&sprefix=the+interact%2Caps%2C234&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Teaching-Effectively-Zoom-practical-students/dp/1735340812/ref=zg_bs_266133_7?_encoding=UTF8&psc=1&refRID=RA0EDST0G0ND2XVVDPRW
https://www.amazon.com/Google-Infused-Classroom-Guidebook-Amplifying/dp/1733646809/ref=pd_sbs_14_4/145-9621685-2628525?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=1733646809&pd_rd_r=86ed33dc-4c03-415c-83a3-ebdba5986f39&pd_rd_w=9hABj&pd_rd_wg=bURmJ&pf_rd_p=bc074051-81d1-4874-a3fd-fd0c867ce3b4&pf_rd_r=96A0MVFQZMR0TB77DE07&psc=1&refRID=96A0MVFQZMR0TB77DE07
https://www.amazon.com/Google-Infused-Classroom-Guidebook-Amplifying/dp/1733646809/ref=pd_sbs_14_4/145-9621685-2628525?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=1733646809&pd_rd_r=86ed33dc-4c03-415c-83a3-ebdba5986f39&pd_rd_w=9hABj&pd_rd_wg=bURmJ&pf_rd_p=bc074051-81d1-4874-a3fd-fd0c867ce3b4&pf_rd_r=96A0MVFQZMR0TB77DE07&psc=1&refRID=96A0MVFQZMR0TB77DE07
https://www.amazon.com/dp/1564848450/ref=sspa_dk_detail_2?psc=1&spLa=ZW5jcnlwdGVkUXVhbGlmaWVyPUEyNDg2TDZNQkpaSU44JmVuY3J5cHRlZElkPUEwODk2MjM0MjVXSFVRVTgzQ1pHTCZlbmNyeXB0ZWRBZElkPUEwMTU5NjU5MTgyM1hKSERONEhZWSZ3aWRnZXROYW1lPXNwX2RldGFpbDImYWN0aW9uPWNsaWNrUmVkaXJlY3QmZG9Ob3RMb2dDbGljaz10cnVl
https://www.amazon.com/Online-Teaching-Survival-Guide-Pedagogical/dp/1119147689/ref=pd_bxgy_img_3/145-9621685-2628525?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=1119147689&pd_rd_r=d2b58280-1896-4968-bd2e-e9759659dd75&pd_rd_w=LPQtn&pd_rd_wg=XFhl5&pf_rd_p=ce6c479b-ef53-49a6-845b-bbbf35c28dd3&pf_rd_r=DVHEN42RJX0FD1YFY04B&psc=1&refRID=DVHEN42RJX0FD1YFY04B
https://www.amazon.com/Teaching-New-Normal-Surviving-Classroom/dp/1119762936/ref=sr_1_3?dchild=1&keywords=technology+in+classroom&qid=1595963188&s=books&sr=1-3
https://www.amazon.com/Teach-Boldly-Using-Edtech-Social/dp/1564847942/ref=pd_sbs_14_12?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=1564847942&pd_rd_r=249afca3-6cd7-41f4-9874-88022b7beffc&pd_rd_w=uXIYK&pd_rd_wg=PZACq&pf_rd_p=bc074051-81d1-4874-a3fd-fd0c867ce3b4&pf_rd_r=FSV5VBJGA04GY5ME0N2H&psc=1&refRID=FSV5VBJGA04GY5ME0N2H
https://www.amazon.com/Shake-Up-Learning-Practical-Dynamic/dp/1946444693/ref=pd_sbs_14_24?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=1946444693&pd_rd_r=249afca3-6cd7-41f4-9874-88022b7beffc&pd_rd_w=uXIYK&pd_rd_wg=PZACq&pf_rd_p=bc074051-81d1-4874-a3fd-fd0c867ce3b4&pf_rd_r=FSV5VBJGA04GY5ME0N2H&psc=1&refRID=FSV5VBJGA04GY5ME0N2H
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• DON'T Ditch That Tech: Differentiated Instruction in a Digital World by Matt Niller, Nate Ridgway and 

Argelia Ridgway, Dave Burgess Consulting, Inc, 2019. 

Don’t Ditch That Tech, provides practical ideas to help you find the sweet spot where classroom 

devices meet students’ needs. In this teacher-tailored guide, you’ll find tips on how to handle cart/lab 

scenarios, develop attention-grabbing strategies, build metacognitive practices, and more—all with 

differentiation in mind. Whether you're a tech newbie or the school’s device guru, you’ll walk away 

with new understandings and strategies for transforming and diversifying your approach to teaching in 

a twenty-first-century world. 

• Google Apps for Littles: Believe They Can by Christine Pinto and Alice Keeler, Dave Burgess Consulting, 

Inc, 2018. 

Are Littles ‘big enough’ to use technology in the classroom? Yes! Pre-K and elementary school-aged 

children are naturally curious about the world around them. They love to explore and play, in fact, 

that’s how they learn. That innate drive to discover and willingness to try is also what makes Littles 

great at embracing new opportunities. In Google Apps for Littles, author-educators Christine Pinto and 

Alice Keeler encourage teachers to tap into their young students’ curiosity, particularly when it comes 

to technology. The authors share a wealth of innovative ways to integrate digital tools in the primary 

classroom to make learning engaging and relevant for even the youngest of today’s twenty-first-

century learners. 

• 50+ Tech Tools for School Counselors: How to Be More Engaging, Efficient, and Effective  by Angela 

Cleveland and Stephen Sharp 2019 

Educating students in the 21st century is about more than preparing them for work in the digital age; it′s 

also about connecting with the whole student and transcending barriers. 50+ Tech Tools for the 21st 

Century School Counselors provides insightful descriptions of tools that can be used to not only enrich 

intervention and instruction but also guide decision making, streamline work, enhance communication, 

and promote happier students. Readers will find: 

• a framework for leadership and advocacy through the lens of technology 

• vignettes demonstrating implementation and quotes from students and other stakeholders 

• step-by-step guides and checklists 

• Perspectives from counselors around the country that provide a peer-to-peer feel 

• narratives, technical descriptions, and diagrams 

• The Global Educator: Leveraging Technology for Collaborative Learning & Teaching by Julie Lindsay 

2016 

Modern learning must be global, providing intercultural understanding and collaboration to 

personalize learning, achieve curriculum objectives and bring the world to students. Educators must be 

empowered and learning environments must be connected in order to “flatten” learning around the 

globe. This calls for a shift in pedagogy, a shift in mindset and the integration of digital and online 

technologies. 

• The Edtech Advocate's Guide to Leading Change in Schools by Mark Gura 2018 
The education field is in the midst of a complete digital transformation. Accordingly, tech coaches and 
other school leaders must shift from simply bringing technology into schools to identifying how the 
various elements of this changing landscape fit together to form an improved version of education. 
This book helps new and emerging tech coaches and school technology leaders embrace their roles 
and guides them as they make important decisions and take meaningful steps to effectively participate 
in this education transformation.   

https://www.amazon.com/dp/1949595501/ref=rdr_ext_tmb
https://www.amazon.com/Google-Apps-Littles-Believe-They/dp/1946444448/ref=pd_sbs_14_27?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=1946444448&pd_rd_r=f48b9497-e3b5-4c79-84c4-07ff455af092&pd_rd_w=gJEKr&pd_rd_wg=4p1b8&pf_rd_p=bc074051-81d1-4874-a3fd-fd0c867ce3b4&pf_rd_r=J0QV0FJ15CJD2R4A1S4Y&psc=1&refRID=J0QV0FJ15CJD2R4A1S4Y
https://www.amazon.com/dp/1544338376/ref=sspa_dk_detail_0?psc=1p13NParams&spLa=ZW5jcnlwdGVkUXVhbGlmaWVyPUExNTVHSDFQMkFNVjNJJmVuY3J5cHRlZElkPUEwODQzNDA1MThKUlI4MlUyV01NTCZlbmNyeXB0ZWRBZElkPUExMDIzODUxNjNFSUk5UDBCWFQ0JndpZGdldE5hbWU9c3BfZGV0YWlsMiZhY3Rpb249Y2xpY2tSZWRpcmVjdCZkb05vdExvZ0NsaWNrPXRydWU=
https://www.amazon.com/Global-Educator-Leveraging-Technology-Collaborative/dp/1564843726/ref=sr_1_2?dchild=1&keywords=%E2%80%A2+The+Global+Educator&qid=1634171444&s=books&sr=1-2
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=%E2%80%A2+The+Edtech+Advocate%27s+Guide+to+Leading+Change+in&i=stripbooks&ref=nb_sb_noss_2
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• Ethics in a Digital World: Guiding Students Through Society’s Biggest Questions by Kristin Mattson 
2021 
“…it has become clear that society needs thoughtful, empathetic digital citizens who can navigate the 
important ethical questions at the intersection of technology and humanity. This book is designed to 
help students consider the systems and structures in which they spend so much of their time, asking 
them to look at the technology around them through a critical lens.” 

• Tech Like a Pirate by Matt Miller, 2020 
Tech Like a PIRATE helps provide the tools, ideas, and inspiration for educators to use technology as a 
treasure map to amazing learning.  With a customizable set of principles for ensuring that technology is 
an asset, and not a barrier, Matt Miller’s guidance will help all teachers - from the tech-savvy to the 
tech-terrified--create impactful, transformative learning using low- or no-cost equipment. The rise of 
digital culture has left some teachers and their students distracted, divided, and overwhelmed. 
But Tech Like a PIRATE brings educators flexible strategies for creating classroom tech experiences that 
will electrify student engagement. You don’t have to be a tech genius--just willing to try! 
Tech Like a PIRATE offers an accessible, engaging, and empowering toolkit for educators looking to 
innovate and engage their classes through technology. It’s full of practical examples that are rooted in 
research, best practices, and solid pedagogy, and it’s accompanied by a treasure trove of additional 
resources at DitchThatTextbook.com/TechLAP. 

Course Assessment Rubric:   
 

EXCELLENT  
  

Meets or Exceeds Course 
Objectives:  A to A-    

ACCEPTABLE   
  

Majority of Work Meets Course  
Objectives; 

B+ to B-   

NOT ACCEPTABLE  
  

 Needs Considerable 
Improvement:  
Resubmit Work 

Suggested: C or below  

All work submitted reflects in-
depth understanding of course 
assignment objectives.   

Most work submitted reflects in-
depth understanding of course 
assignment objectives.  

Work shows little or no in-depth 
understanding of course 
assignment objectives.  

Assignment responses show 
evidence of new knowledge 
evidenced by thoughtful, detailed 
and accurate assignment 
responses.   

Most assignment responses show 
evidence of new knowledge 
evidenced by thoughtful, detailed 
and accurate assignment responses.  

Responses show little to no 
evidence of new knowledge as 
evidenced by lack of thoughtful, 
detailed and accurate assignment 
responses.   

Work submitted was organized 
and clearly articulated.   
The student carefully followed all 
assignment instructions. The 
instructor did not have to provide 
continual assignment clarification 
or request revisions.   

Most work submitted was organized 
and clearly articulated.  
The student carefully followed all 
assignment instructions. The 
instructor had to provide continual 
assignment clarification or ask for 
revisions.     

Work submitted was not 
organized or not clearly 
articulated. The instructor had to 
provide constant clarification and 
ask for continued revisions.   

Assignment content and required 
projects were original.  

Assignment content and required 
projects were original.  

Evidence that not all assignment 
content and required projects 
were original.  

Work is free of spelling and/or 
grammatical errors.  

Work has few spelling and/or 
grammatical errors.  

Work has numerous spelling 
and/or grammatical errors.  

 

https://www.amazon.com/dp/1564849015/ref=sspa_dk_detail_3?psc=1&pd_rd_i=1564849015&pd_rd_w=sNHyu&pf_rd_p=9fd3ea7c-b77c-42ac-b43b-c872d3f37c38&pd_rd_wg=avewZ&pf_rd_r=KDC56FFQZMY6KG61AHF4&pd_rd_r=16881bb9-d59b-4668-887f-a7ce1fa04406&spLa=ZW5jcnlwdGVkUXVhbGlmaWVyPUFLUDc2U05VQkRPWUImZW5jcnlwdGVkSWQ9QTA2OTA5ODIzVEkzWEczTkJWVTk0JmVuY3J5cHRlZEFkSWQ9QTEwMzE4NzExV1JJRU40M1FLWFlHJndpZGdldE5hbWU9c3BfZGV0YWlsJmFjdGlvbj1jbGlja1JlZGlyZWN0JmRvTm90TG9nQ2xpY2s9dHJ1ZQ==
https://www.amazon.com/Tech-Like-PIRATE-Technology-Experience/dp/1951600207/ref=pd_lpo_2?pd_rd_i=1951600207&psc=1

