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Watch This!  

Creating Powerful Presentations  
Rethink the way you and your students prepare classroom presentations! 

Watch This! 

EDUO 9125 2 Graduate-Level Credits/Units 

Instructor – Joe Herz 

jherz@dominicancaonline.com 

Syllabus  

Introduction 
 
Welcome to EDUO9125, Watch This! Creating Powerful Presentations. This is not just another 
course on how to create classroom PowerPoint or any other software or app-based presentation.  This 
course asks you to think far outside the average presentation box.  
There’s no denying that the tech tools of today are vastly different from those of just 5 years ago. 
Smartphones, tablets, laptops and other online-capable devices allow students to access and engage 
24/7. They are visually engaged. They are socially engaged. Their attention is getting harder to 
maintain given the instant and exciting use of digital medial produced by others and from their own 
creativity.  
 
This course is designed to help teachers learn about current software and online presentation tools, 
revisit some old favorites and how to use these new and old tools to prepare engaging and meaningful 
classroom presentations. What you learn in this course should be passed on to your students.  
 
This course addresses Common Core State Standards in the area of English Language, English 
Language Speaking and Listening which encourage the use of formal presentations that include 
student displays of digital literacy.   
 

The 21st Century student-centered classrooms of today must engage students in Creative and 
collaborative project-based assignments which include use of currently available presentation tools. 

 

Creativity means: Thinking Differently  
You can have the most beautifully-designed presentation in the history of education, but you’ll still fail 

to communicate your goal or inspire if you don’t engage your audience and make them care. 

And the key to making them care? Address the “Why” (Essential) questions. 
"Why is this important?"   "Why are you telling me this?" 

"Why should I pay attention to this instead of thinking about my social life, peer pressure, home 
problems or that test coming up?" 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6bjPZ1ZNF4E
mailto:jherz@dominicancaonline.com
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Course Objectives: 

Participants will have the opportunity to: 

• Learn about a wide range and ever-evolving variety of current computer, tablet and smartphone 

presentation programs that may include old standards and newer, fresh ideas to inspire deeper 

creativity and non-linear thinking: 

• Standard Approaches -   

o PowerPoint 

o Prezi https://prezi.com 

o Keynote (mac os)  

o Google Presentation/Slides  https://support.google.com/drive/?hl=en#topic=14940 

o Animoto http://animoto.com/education/classroom 

o Canva https://www.canva.com  

• Fresh Approaches 

o Explain Everything https://explaineverything.com/education/ 

o Pivot http://pivotanimator.net/ 

o PechaKucha  PechaKucha (adaptable for 8-12)  

o Haiku Deck (ipad and online) http://www.haikudeck.com/ 

o PowToon http://www.powtoon.com/edu-home/ 

o Genially https://genially.com/ 

o Thinglink Thinglink 

o Zensation http://www.zentation.com/ 

o Sutori  https://www.sutori.com/ 

o Voice Thread https://voicethread.com  (check out K-12/Global Communications project!) 

o Animaker https://www.animaker.com/home?gad_source  (video/presentation)  

Several of the above and others are listed at Common Sense Education  

• Understand that presenting is a form of communicating 

• Understand  the purpose of teacher and student presentations   

• Understand  the importance pre-planning a presentation  

• Understand copyright laws and Fair Use guidelines when using non-original content 

• Create presentation  pre-planning documents 

• Create project-specific student rubrics to aid in project development 

• Learn how to engage your audience 

• Learn how to evaluate presentations using a course rubric 

• Create  a variety of presentation projects relevant to CCSS or non-CCSS curriculum 

• Share presentations with fellow course participants 

 

Participants in the course will: 

• Interact with the instructor as assignments are completed 

• Interact with other enrolled students via an online forum 

• View, edit and create online documents and projects 

•  

https://prezi.com/
https://support.google.com/drive/?hl=en%23topic=14940
http://animoto.com/education/classroom
https://www.canva.com/
https://explaineverything.com/education/
http://pivotanimator.net/
https://www.pechakucha.com/
http://www.haikudeck.com/
http://www.powtoon.com/edu-home/
https://www.thinglink.com/
http://www.zentation.com/
https://www.sutori.com/
https://voicethread.com/
https://fast.wistia.net/embed/playlists/gbl5fkjmcz?media_0_0%5BautoPlay%5D=false&media_0_0%5BcontrolsVisibleOnLoad%5D=false&theme=bento&version=v1&videoFoam=false&videoOptions%5BautoPlay%5D=true&videoOptions%5BinlineOptionsOnly%5D=false&videoOptions%5B&videoOptions%5Bversion%5D=v1.1&videoOptions%5BvideoHeight%5D=360&videoOptions%5BvideoWidth%5D=640&videoOptions%5BvolumeControl%5D=true
https://www.animaker.com/home?gad_source
https://www.commonsense.org/education/top-picks/best-classroom-tools-for-presentations-and-slideshows
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Course Agreement and Requirements 
    
▪ Agreement to enroll in several online sites necessary to complete assignments 
▪ Agreement to share work with fellow students 
▪ There is no required textbook for this course 
 

Course Rationale and Relation to CCSS 

• ISTE (International Society for Technology in Education) 
“As technology integration continues to increase in our society, it is paramount that teachers 
possess the skills and behaviors of digital age professionals. Moving forward, teachers must 
become comfortable being co-learners with their students and colleagues around the world..”   
 
ISTE Advanced Digital Age Teaching standards and performance indicators:  

1. Facilitate and Inspire Student Learning and Creativity  
2. Design and Develop Digital Age Learning Experiences and Assessments 
3. Model Digital Age Work and Learning  
4. Promote and Model Digital Citizenship and Responsibility  
5. Engage in Professional Growth and Leadership 
 

CCSS put a heavy emphasis on how to take advantage of the affordances provided by technology. 

Students are going to need to know how to use presentation software in their oral presentations. 

• CCSS: English Language Arts Standards; English Speaking and Listening 

The standards require that students gain, evaluate, and present increasingly complex information, ideas, 

and evidence through listening and speaking as well as through media. 

“An important focus of the speaking and listening standards is academic discussion in one-on-one, 

small-group, and whole-class settings. Formal presentations are one important way such talk occurs…” 

Source: (http://www.corestandards.org/resources/key-points-in-english-language-arts) 

 

• CCSS: English Language Arts – Anchor Standards/College and Career Readiness Anchor 

Standard for Speaking and Listening 

• CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.SL.2 Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse 

media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally. 

• CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.SL.4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence 

such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, 

and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

• CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.SL.5 Make strategic use of digital media and visual displays 

of data to express information and enhance understanding of presentations. 

Example: ELA-Literacy.SL.5.5 Include multimedia components (e.g., graphics, sound) 

and visual displays in presentations when appropriate to enhance the development of 

main ideas or themes. 

• CCSS: English Language Arts – Anchor Standards/College and Career Readiness Anchor 

Standard for Writing 

• CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.W.6 Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and 
publish writing and to interact and collaborate with others. 

http://www.corestandards.org/resources/key-points-in-english-language-arts
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/CCRA/SL/2
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/CCRA/SL/4
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/CCRA/SL/5
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/CCRA/W/6/
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• CCSS: English Language Arts – Anchor Standards/College and Career Readiness Anchor 

Standard for Reading 
 

• CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.R.7 Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse 
media and formats, including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words 

How to Submit Coursework 

Follow directions at the end of each assignment on how to prepare and in which Moodle 
Dropbox to place completed work. Name each file submitted with your last name and 

assignment number (i.e. BrownAssignment3. Make sure you place your full name, course 
number and assignment number at the top of each document page. You will receive feedback 

from your instructor. 

EDUO9125 Presentation Guidelines  
 
These are more than suggestions. These guidelines will help you create exciting and logical projects. 
The guidelines are incorporated into the course project-scoring rubric.  

1. Make a plan. Yes, create an outline before starting. This may seem odd but we teach our 
students to plan ahead when creating visual material. They create storyboards, outlines 
and use current educational methods of organization in class so why not plan a 
presentation before starting. You want your presentation to have: 
o a logical sequence 
o an interesting, attention getting visual appeal 
o readable from-the-back-of-the-room text 
o room between items. Don’t cram the area with stuff 

1. Get to the point and maintain it. Don’t take long to state the point of a 
presentation. Perhaps present it as an Essential Question. Repeat the point.  
Don’t wander off subject. Short and engaging presentations to cover the point or 
question, are much better than one long one with with overwhelming amounts of 
data, content, bullet points, media links, etc.  
 

2. Show the Information or Tell a Story? Shift from "creating presentations" to "telling 
stories"— shift the process to one which values storytelling more than the presentation. 
Slides shouldn’t be the storyteller. You should!  
 
As with most stories, when you present a new standard there is a beginning (introduction) 
a middle (supporting and connecting content) and an end (conclusion such as a project, 
test, etc.)   
 
Moving from one slide to the other while talking leads quickly to boredom .  You’ve been 
there. In-services and conferences where your attention wanders. So how do you “tell” a 
presentation? 
 

3. Presentations made in person to a group: 
o In a typical PowerPoint there is a title followed by some facts. (usually far 

too many). The presenter may read to you what is on the slide (as if you 
can’t read) and fill in with a little more information. The content of slide 
should SUPPORT what you are trying to sell – your objective, your 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/CCRA/R/7/
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Essential Question. From simple math to complex theories, the content 
supports what you are telling the audience. The slides should be supportive 
and not directly answer the point or question. 

o “Present” your presentation.  
▪ Have an enthusiastic beginning to focus attention. For example, ask 

a question on the first few slides or directly to an audience member. 
“What if…..”, “Do you have any idea why…”, or state “Did you know 
that….”.  

▪ Keep their attention (this may help you create an active and reactive 
presentation https://youtu.be/xSK4noPp1t8 
 

4. Presentation placed online for viewing. 
o If your project is not going to be presented in front of a live audience but 

will reside online you will need to write your “telling” and enthusiasm into 
the project.  

▪ Use text. Not too much. Write what you would say but keep it brief.  
▪ Record your voice; use short phrases as if you were speaking to the 

audience. 
▪ Many new presentation programs are very visually designed. 

Take some advantage of their features.  
 

5. Play to your audience. Keep in mind the variable learners in your class and their 
learning modes, their  situation (tired, stressed,  easily bored, very academic, inspired, 
enthusiastic, it’s last period or the end of the day) and aim somewhere to keep their 
interest while supporting your objective.  
 

6. Entertain your audience. No, you don’t need to sing and dance but yes, you need to 
keep your audience glued to your project. We live in a communications age as well as a 
social media age. Students are constantly plugged in. They may have a short attention 
span. Keep the project lively but informative.  
They are socially connected online so engage them: 

o with questions as the presentation unfolds 
o active and reactive opportunities so they fully engage in learning 
o a quiz at the end 
o a break or two to discuss, to take a few notes, to post to a discussion 

thread or ? 
o to review or ask their own question, create reactions using emotive 

language, links to websites such as YouTube to view a video on the 
subject being covered and to then pause to discuss the value of that video. 
Data is important of course so don’t wander too far off while engaging the 
audience.  
 

o  
7. Don’t OVER-Entertain. Don’t be a presentation-features junkie and fill the project with 

sounds, animations, colors, wild transitions and hyperlinks to the point where objective 
and content is secondary to the “oh so cool stuff” taking over the presentation.  
 

8. Make your audience FEEL the content.  Should they laugh, be a bit surprised or even 
amazed? Emotions are powerful. Don’t be reluctant to invoke feelings.    
 

9. Select images wisely. Humans respond to images much faster than words and images 
stick in the mind. Select image with care, don’t over load with images and make SURE 

https://youtu.be/xSK4noPp1t8
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they relate to the main point or question and that they invoke some emotional feeling. 
 

10. Know how to End. Conclude with a summary, a challenge, a connection to what comes 
next. You had a beginning, a middle and it now needs an end. Wrap things up with a 
bang. 
 

11. Give credit. Was the content all your own?  Give credit where credit is due. Cite your 
sources.  

Course Assessment 
 
Each completed assignment in this course is submitted to the instructor for review and will receive 
feedback from the instructor indicating successful completion of assignments or the need for revision.  
A grade will be issued for each assignment. Assignment grades will be averaged for the final grade.  
 
Grading rubrics for written projects and for presentation projects are found at the end of this document.  
 

Course Assignments  

1. Learning and Presentations  
 
Read or Watch the Following: 

a) Standards for the 21st Century Learning by the AASL 
https://standards.aasl.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/AASL-Standards-Framework-for-
Learners-pamphlet.pdf 

b) PowToon Video (after watching this you’ll REALLY want to use Powtoon)  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LTpOpv6sS5o&list=TLtzM-zvkbLnU_5R1A-
pYz3tyYjTtQONFj 

c) Preparing 21st Century Students for a Global Society 
http://www.nea.org/assets/docs/A-Guide-to-Four-Cs.pdf 

d) Presentation Software: Importance 
https://sites.google.com/site/presentationsoftwarecup/home/importance 

e) 4 Scientific Reasons Why Your PowerPoint Presentation Sucks…. (really an ad for 
PowToons but makes some good points) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eLGLtnRopJM 

f) Presentation Bad/Good Examples  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S5c1susCPAE 

g) Pedagogical Uses of Presentational Software 
https://www.jisc.ac.uk/guides/technology-and-tools-for-online-learning/presentation-and-
multimedia 
 

The above items were not all strictly about presentation software or apps. Several covered learning 
theory, technology skills, communication skills, collaboration, creativity and technique. Glean from 
them what you need to: 
 
Write a 2-page, double spaced, 4-6 paragraphs) persuasive word processing (or cloud document) 
to your administrator or to a colleague to about the need for students to express their knowledge, 
ideas and creativity using presentation tools. Base your position on the readings, the videos, CCSS 
guidelines and on ISTE guidelines. Include a link(s) to a presentation (of any type) that you found 
online that serves to back up your position.  
OR 

https://standards.aasl.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/AASL-Standards-Framework-for-Learners-pamphlet.pdf
https://standards.aasl.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/AASL-Standards-Framework-for-Learners-pamphlet.pdf
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LTpOpv6sS5o&list=TLtzM-zvkbLnU_5R1A-pYz3tyYjTtQONFj
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LTpOpv6sS5o&list=TLtzM-zvkbLnU_5R1A-pYz3tyYjTtQONFj
http://www.nea.org/assets/docs/A-Guide-to-Four-Cs.pdf
https://sites.google.com/site/presentationsoftwarecup/home/importance
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eLGLtnRopJM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S5c1susCPAE
https://www.jisc.ac.uk/guides/technology-and-tools-for-online-learning/presentation-and-multimedia
https://www.jisc.ac.uk/guides/technology-and-tools-for-online-learning/presentation-and-multimedia
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Create a persuasive presentation to show your administrator or a colleague.  I’ll need to view the 
project so place it in the Dropbox for this assignment. If the project resides online write the url on a 
document to place into the Dropbox.  

Place your completed work in the Assignment 1 Dropbox. 
 
2.  Review 10 presentation tools.  
 
Use the presentation program list found on page 2 of this document to assist. You may do your own 
research to find presentation tools not listed. The 10 tools must be capable of presenting text, images 
and sound or video.  

• Locate and write 10 reviews of a mix of computer-based, tablet-based or smartphone- 
based presentation tools 

Review format: 
A. Write the reviews in your OWN words. Include for EACH review: 

1. Name of the tool and the type of device (i.e. laptop/desktop, tablet, all) it will work on. 
Include the url or name of the app. 

2. Pricing and services offered and their cost.   
3. Program capabilities such as text, images, video (imbedded), audio (imbedded), animation, 

hyperlinks, sharing, pedagogy and collaboration. 
4. Target age group or grade level if listed.   

B. What are your collective and candid thoughts on the scope of the tools discovered? For 
example: Were their more presentation tools out there than you thought were available? Were 
their features and resulting products exciting, boring, similar, unique, too complex? Add your 
own thoughts. No more than 2 or 3 paragraphs are needed.  

C. Narrow the list down to 3 items you would use and explain the rationale for the choices. Give 2 
examples of how you or your students could use each of the three tools to help meet any 
standards for your curriculum.  

 
Place your completed work in the Assignment 2 Dropbox. 

 
3.  Create 3 Practice Presentations  

 
Create 3 practice presentations to share with the instructor and possibly with other students taking the 
course.  

3.1 ONE of the presentation must be done with a more traditional presentation tool such as 
PowerPoint, Prezi, Keynote and Google Presentation 

1. Content must be related to your grade level or subject taught, be original and NEW. Try to 
avoid the urge to recycle a presentation you already have.  

a) Length of presentation must be between 8-12 slides. 
b) Use a wide variety of features (animation, transitions, audio, video, hyperlinks)  
c) AVOID overloading the project with bells and whistles 
d) Follow the Presentation rubric for more content detail.  
 

3.2 ONE of the presentations to share must be done with tools such as PowToon, Present Me, 
Animoto, Haiku Deck, MyPlick or Zensation. Let me know if you would like to use a tool not listed.  

1. Content must be related to your grade level or subject taught, be original and NEW. Try to 
avoid the urge to recycle a presentation you already have.  
a) Length of presentation must be between 8-12 slides. 
b) Use a small variety of features (animation, transitions, audio, video, hyperlinks)  
c) AVOID overloading the project with bells and whistles 
d) Follow the Presentation rubric for more content detail.  
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3.3 ONE presentation to share can be done with your choice of presentation tools listed in the 
Course Objectives or one approved by the instructor (email for an OK)  

1) Content must be related to your grade level or subject taught, be original and NEW. Try to 

avoid the urge to recycle an old presentation.   

a) Length of presentation must be between 8-12 slides. 
b) Use a wide variety of features (animation, transitions, audio, video, hyperlinks)  
c) AVOID overloading the project with bells and whistles 
d) Follow the Presentation rubric for more content detail.  

 
Keep in Mind: The objective (goal, purpose) of the presentation must permeate the 

presentation. HOW you make the objective evident and support it is up to your 
creativity 

  
How to share your 3 Practice Presentations with the instructor: 

 

• If the presentations are self contained, upload them into the Assignment 3 Dropbox. BE 
SURE to include assignment 3(.1, .2, .3) and your last name in the title of the file. (i.e. 
Assignment 3.1Brown; Assignment 3.2Brown, Assignment 3.2Brown) 

 

• Place the urls to any assignments stored online on a word processing document. Place 
the document in Assignment 3 Dropbox. Include your name on the document. Include 
assignment 3 and your last name in the document title (Assignment3Brown) 
 

• If problems arise in trying to submit your final projects get in touch 
jherz@dominicancaonline.com so submission can be worked out or attach the projects 
or links to your project in an email to jherz@dominicancaonline.com  Include identifying 
information in the email subject and body 

 

 Now time to create your final planners and projects, A and B 
 
4. Final Presentation A  

 
This is one of two culminating activities (Final Presentation A and Presentation B) that will show your 

mastery of course objectives.  
 

If you teach young students (K-3) or special groups, you have the option to create TWO shorter, 
separate final       

         presentations for each A and for B, a total of four.  Also, you will need to submit two project 
planners for each of the final presentations, a total of four. For grades 4-12, submit two project 

planners, one each for presentations A and B.   
.  

Let me know if you have any questions about assignment 4: jherz@domincancaonline.com  Subject 
EDUO9125 Presentations 

  
a. Use ANY tool listed in the Course Objectives section. Hopefully you will use one NEW to you.  
b. Get the audience’s attention!!! No matter what the presentations audience, use your 
creativity and the tools of the tool you use to get AND hold your audience’s attention. 

mailto:jherz@dominicancaonline.com
mailto:jherz@domincancaonline.com
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c. The length and scope of the project is dependent upon the age level and subject matter of 
your project. To insure all objectives are met you will be submitting to the instructor a 
Presentation Planner for approval BEFORE you begin creating.  
 
Use the Final Project Planner A form to plan your project. When the planner is completed 
submit it by placing it in the Assignment 4 Planner A Dropbox. You will receive a 
response within 5 working days.  Please do not proceed with your presentation before 
receiving approval from the instructor. Email the instructor if you do not hear back 
within 3-4 working days.  
Next, create the actual project using the Planner A document you created as your guide. 
The completed project could go into Presentation Dropbox A. See How to Share your 
Final Presentations with the instructor, located below. 
 

5. Final Presentation B  
 
Create a Planner AND a Presentation about ONE of the tools you wrote about in Assignment 2. Follow 
the same guidelines (rubric) as you used for Presentation A above. The audience of your presentation 
will be your peers who are anxious about creating presentations with newer tool. Your objective is to 
encourage the use of presentations to help them and their students meet CCS or other standards. You 
should consider yourself both a salesperson and an educator when planning your presentation’s 
approach. Creating other than a PowerPoint presentation is encouraged.  
 

Use the Final Project Planner B form to plan your project. When the planner is completed 
submit it by placing it in the Assignment 4 Planner B Dropbox.  Please do not proceed 
with your presentation before receiving approval from the instructor. Email the instructor 
if you do not hear back within 3-4 working days. You will receive a response within 3-4 
working days.  
 
Next, create the actual project using the Planner B document you created as your guide. 
The completed project could go into Presentation Dropbox B. See How to Share your 
Final Presentations with the instructor, located below. 

 
How to share your Final Presentations with the instructor: 

• If the presentations are self contained, upload them into the Presentations Dropboxes, A 
and B. BE SURE to include assignment 4(A or B) and your last name in the title of the 
file. (i.e. Assignment4ABrown; Assignment4BBrown) 
 

• If the projects are online place the urls to the projects on a word processing document. 
Place the document into the Presentations Dropboxes A and B. Include your name on 
the document. Include assignment 4 and your last name in the document title 
(Assignment4Brown) 
 

• If problems arise in trying to submit your final projects get in touch 
jherz@dominicancaonline.com so submission can be worked out or attach the projects 
or links to your project in an email to jherz@dominicancaonline.com  Include identifying 
information in the email subject and body 

 
6. Course Discussion Board  
 
Post at least 2 items to the Discussion Board. The Discussion Board is for students taking the course. 
Course questions should be sent directly to the instructor (jherz@dominicancaonline.com).  

mailto:jherz@dominicancaonline.com
mailto:jherz@dominicancaonline.com
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Discussion Board items can range from questions or ideas posted to fellow students about 
presentations, presentations software or anything related to the course topics.  
 
 
 
 

Written Projects Grading Rubric 

Exemplary:  A+ to A- 
90 – 100% 

Acceptable:  B+ to C- 
70% - 89% 

Unacceptable: 
Must be resubmitted 

70% or lower 

The assignment is complete 
and accurately done based on 

the assignment goal. 

The assignment is partially complete 
and accurate done based on the 

assignment goal. 

Assignments are incomplete 
and/or contain inaccurate or 

inappropriate responses. 

The assignment reflects 
thoughtful, clearly identifiable 

and relevant content. 

The assignment is complete but lacks 
thoughtful and relevant content. 

Assignments are not complete  
or relevant. 

Overall appearance is very well 
organized and free of spelling 

and/or grammatical errors. 

Overall appearance is generally 
organized with limited spelling and/or 

grammatical errors. 

Overall appearance shows little 
organization and has spelling 

and/or grammatical errors.  
Difficult to read. 

 
Presentation Project Rubric  
 

 
Points listed are maximum possible in each category  

Not  Acceptable  Acceptable  Exemplary Score 

Plan, and 
Then Plan 

Some More 

0  Points  

Suggested revisions not 
done. 

10 Points 

The planner was 
deficient in some areas 
and not fully corrected 
after review.  

15 Points 

The project planner was thought out.  
The planner “tells” what is going to 
happen. One can “see” it unfolding.  

 

Watch This! 

0 Points 

Too plain. Viewers’ attention 
would not be grabbed.  

2 Points 

Not going to get much 
attention. Lacks impact.  

5 Points 

The Introduction grabs the attention 
of the audience. 

  

Why ARE 
You 

Showing 
This? The 

Point 
(Objective) 

0 Points  

Just a title or name of the 
subject. 

2 Points 

Objective not clearly 
stated or stated later in 
the project.  

5 points  

The objective of the presentation is 
clearly communicated early in the 
presentation. 

 

Content. It’s 
What’s 

Inside That 
Counts.  

0 Points  

The content is vague in 
conveying a point of view and 
does not create a strong 
sense of purpose.  

There are multiple ideas on 
any single slide or screen.  

10 Points  

Content is written with a 
logical progression of 
ideas and supporting 
information.  

There is no more than 
one main idea per slide 
or screen.  

15 Points 

Project content supports the 
objective.  
Content move in a logical 
progression 

Only one supporting idea per slide or 
screen. Overload of information is 
avoided. Let limited text and other 
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Includes some persuasive 
information with few facts. 

Some of the information 
doesn’t seem to fit. 

Not a lot of motivating 
questions or features.  

Includes persuasive 
information from reliable 
sources. 

items make points. AVOID wordy 
slides.  

Content “involves” the audience with 
items such as questions, posing 
problems or issues, giving choices, 
asking for solutions or presenting 
optional outcomes. 

Visibility is 
Vital  

0 Points a 

It’s too hard to read much of 
the project.  

2 Point 

Could be too much text 
on any one screen at one 
time.  

Small, unreadable 
content from a distance.  

5  points 

Text can be read from a distance if 
the project is projected.  

Images with detail (charts, graphs, 
names) can be read from a distance.  

Contrast between text and 
backgrounds. 

 

Keep Em 
Watching 

0 points  

You overdid it.  

2 points  

The project boarders on 
visual overload. It is far 
too busy and hectic. The 
visual is overtaking the 
content. Too gimmicky.  

5 points  

The project includes some 
interesting motivational items to 
keep the audience attentive. These 
items are up to your discretion but 
could be questions, animation of 
objects or images, subject related 
video links,  related humor, related 
images, school related items, audio, 
etc.  
DON’T over-do movement and 
sound. 

 

 

Writing 
Mechanics 

 

0 Points  

Spelling, punctuation, and 
grammar errors distract or 
impair readability.(4 or more 
errors) 

2 Points  

The text is clearly written 
with 2 or less errors in 
grammar, punctuation, 
and spelling. 

5 Points  

The text is written with no errors in 
grammar, capitalization, punctuation, 
and spelling. 

 

Whose work 
is this? 

Copyright 
and Fair Use 

Deduction of 10 points 

Source of non-original 
material is not cited. There is 
obvious and traceable use of 
non-original material.  

Overuse of non-original 
and/or non-cited material in 
the presentation may result 
in a non-passing grade. 

Deduction of 5 points 

All but 2 sources of non-
original information are 
cited and sources are 
documented to make it 
possible to check on the 
accuracy of information. 
There is one instance of 
traceable, non-original 
material. 

No Deduction 

Sources of non-original information 
are properly cited at the end to 
establish ownership of content.   

 

It’s Not 
Quite Over 

Yet 

0 Points  

Presentation just ends.  

2 Points  

Just a restatement of the 
objective. No content that 
tries to keep audience 
interest in the subject.   

Little creativity.  

5 Points  

The project concludes with some 
form of review that also restates the 
objective and content that leaves the 
audience thinking about the project.  
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Other ideas: 
- Tell what comes next. (i.e. quiz, 
assignment, research) 
-Leave them with an interesting 
image, cartoon, design, audio or 
other item instead of just a black 
screen.  

Grading Scale (A=54-60;  B=48-53; C=42-47; D=36-41) Score    /60 

 

Additional Resources 
9 Presentation Tips 
http://presentationsoft.about.com/od/classrooms/tp/student_tips.htm 
Teaching Students to Make Presentations 
How to Deliver an Effective Presentation 
Oral Presentation: Planning and Delivery 

http://presentationsoft.about.com/od/classrooms/tp/student_tips.htm
http://presentationsoft.about.com/od/classrooms/tp/student_tips.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AAQp7cytOtU&t=209s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0QzhQwHqtXY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nqt-NKhcc8Q

