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Simply Art 
Art Exploration for Students in All Grades 
EDUO 9966    3 Semester Credits/Units  $465 

Instructor: Aida Herrera-Keehn 
Iaidahk@gmail.com 707/691-8919 

       
 

Syllabus 
 

Location and Dates: 
Cali Calmécac Language Academy 
9491 Starr Road, Windsor, CA 95492   Room #4 

 

Dates: Wednesdays, February 9 & 26, March 4, 11 & 25, April 1, 8, 15, 22 & 29  

Time: 4:30-8:30 

 

Course Overview: 
This is an opportunity to explore art appreciation, learn visual arts vocabulary and create mixed media works of 

art.  Art appreciation helps students learn to think and express ideas. Observing works of art closely, students 

are able to describe what they see and learn to visualize as they create works of art.  

 
Each week participants will have the opportunity to appreciate and briefly discuss different works of art 

incorporating the visual arts vocabulary. Participants will create 4-6 different mixed media art projects. Once 

each art project is briefly explained, participants can begin creating.  

The class will involve 10 weeks of attendance, one night per week, with an additional 5 hours of independent 

work to be logged.  Participants choose an art project to complete with their class and bring photos to 

document.  

 

Course Description:  
You do not have to be an artist. Discover and explore your creative side through the visual arts. While 

comparing and appreciating works of art, participants will learn the Elements of Art and Principles of Design 

Vocabulary. Learning to create and appreciate the visual arts allows students to express themselves. Using 

tempera, watercolors, oil pastels and colored pencils participants will develop drawing and painting 

skills. Create three-dimensional forms with paper mache and clay.  
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Course Expectations and Assignments   

 

Weekly Agendas: 

 
Week 1: Introduction- 4 hours  

* Present expectations of the class  

* Discuss and identify areas of specific art medium interests of the participants  

* Identify the demographics of the class and grade levels  

* Present art lessons with graphics on each handout   

- Art appreciation to learn art vocabulary   

- Elements of Drawing  

Week 2: Present lessons with graphics on each handout  

- Art appreciation to learn art vocabulary   

- Elements of ‘atmospheric perspective’ with tempera paints  

  

Week 3: Present lessons with graphics on each handout  

- Compare and contrast works of art using art vocabulary  

- Exploring paper mache and clay  

  

Week 4: Present lessons with graphics on each handout  

- Compare and contrast works of art using art vocabulary  

- Exploring watercolors  

  

  

Week 5: Present lessons with graphics on each handout  

- Compare and contrast works of art using art vocabulary  

- Exploring self- portraits and the value of a doodle  

  

Week 6: Present lessons with graphics on each handout  

- Compare and contrast works of art using art vocabulary  

- Draw and Create wire sculptures   

- Explore mixed media collages   

  

Week 7: Present lessons with graphics on each handout  

- Compare and contrast works of art using art vocabulary  

- Mixing secondary colors to paint drawing  

  

Week 8: Present lessons with graphics on each handout  

- Compare and contrast works of art using art vocabulary  

- Exploring Van Gogh- bedroom drawing perspective & composition   

  

Week 9: Present lessons with graphics on each handout  

- Compare and contrast works of art using art vocabulary  

- Exploring Frida Kahlo- Elements of art: texture  

  

Week 10: Present lessons with graphics on each handout  

- Compare and contrast works of art using art vocabulary  

- Exploring Georgia O’Keeffe - Elements of art: space  
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Course Relation to CCS or other Professional Standards:  
Artistic Perception-   

Develop Perceptual Skills  

1.1 Describe and replicate repeated patterns in nature, environment.  

2.2 Distinguish among various media when looking at works of art  

Analyze Art Elements and Principles of Design  

1.3 Identify the elements of art in objects in nature  

Creative Expression  

Skills, processes, materials, and tools  

2.1 Use texture in two-dimensional and three-dimensional works of art  

2.2 Mix secondary colors from primary and describe the process  

Communication and Expression through Original works of art  

2.4 Plan and use variations in line, shape/form, color and texture to communicate ideas of feelings in  

            works of art.  

2.5 Create a representational sculpture based on people, animals  

2.6 Paint a still life using secondary colors  

2.7 Use visual and actual texture in original works of art.  

2.8 Create artwork based on observations of actual objects  

Historical and Cultural Context  

All students analyze the role and development of the visual arts in past and present cultures throughout  

            the world, noting human diversity as it relates to the visual arts and artists.  

Diversity of the Visual Arts  

3.3 View and then describe art from various cultures  

3.4 Identify art objects from various cultures  

Aesthetic Valuing  

Derive Meaning  

4.1 Discuss works of art created in the classroom  

4.2 Identify and describe various reasons for making art  

 

Course Assessment Rubric:  

EXCELLENT 

 

Meets or Exceeds Course Objectives:  

A to A-   

ACCEPTABLE  

 

Majority of Work Meets Course 

Objectives; 

B+ to B- 

 

NOT ACCEPTABLE 

 
 Needs Considerable Improvement: 

Resubmit Work Suggested: 

C or below 

Participate in all class discussion and 

activities  

Is more of an observer than 

participant 

Not attentive to group discussions 

Active in Collaboration with grade 

level 

Interacted periodically  Non-participant 

All work submitted reflects in-depth 

understanding of course objectives.  

Most work submitted reflects in-

depth understanding of course 

objectives. 

Work shows little or no in-depth 

understanding of course objectives. 

Assignment responses shows evidence 

of new knowledge evidenced by 

resources found for project 

 

Most responses show evidence of 

new knowledge evidenced by 

some resources found for projects                

Responses show little to no 

evidence of new knowledge 

evidenced by few resources found 

for project    
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Resources:  
You-tube videos-   

Drawing One- point perspective- https://youtu.be/twcFW0RyOO8  

Atmospheric perspective- https://youtu.be/feXB_760Tb4  

  

Books:   

Through Georgia's Eyes  

by Rachel Victoria Rodriguez and Julie Paschkis   

  

Frida Kahlo and Her Animalitos (1)  

by Monica Brown and John Parra   

  
Drawing Fun, Friendly pets using lowercase letters by Steve Harpster  

The Dot by Peter H. Reynolds  

ISH, by Peter H. Reynolds  
  

 

Work submitted was organized and 

clearly articulated.  
Most work submitted was 

organized and clearly articulated. 
Work submitted was not organized 

or not clearly articulated. 

Assignment content and required 

projects were original. 
Assignment content and required 

projects were original. 
Evidence that not all assignment 

content and required projects were 

original. 

Work is free of spelling and/or  

grammatical errors. 

 

Work has few spelling and/or 

grammatical errors. 
Work has numerous spelling and/or 

grammatical errors. 


