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Welcome to EDUO 9830 Critical Thinking.  This class was created by Dominican University of 

California in conjunction with Educational Development and Services as part of a seven course series 

entitled Core Thinking Skills.  The other six courses in the series are: 

 
 EDUO 9824 Cognitive Transfer  
 EDUO 9825 Creative Thinking  
 EDUO 9826 Complex Thinking 

 EDUO 9827 Comprehensive Thinking  
 EDUO 9828 Collaborative Thinking 

 EDUO 9829 Communicative Thinking 

 
 
This series is designed to help teachers learn strategies that will significantly improve their ability to 

teach the Common Core State Standards.  The content learned in the class, Critical Thinking, will 

prepare you to teach your students how to think critically through analysis, evaluation, and problem-

solving.  These skills will increase your students’ achievement in school and are the building blocks to 

a lifetime of good decision-making.  By meeting the requirements of this class, participating teachers 

will earn one semester unit of graduate level extension credit from Dominican University of California, 

a fully accredited university.   

All seven courses in the Core Thinking Skills series require the same book titled How to Teach 

Thinking Skills Within the Common Core by James Bellanca, Robin Fogarty, & Brian Pete, Solution 

Tree (June 15, 2012).  This book is available for purchase at www.amazon.com and other 

booksellers. 
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Course Objectives 

After completing the course Critical Thinking, you will demonstrate or indicate: 

Grading Rubric  

Exemplary:  A+ to A- Acceptable:  B+ to B- Unacceptable: 

Must be resubmitted 

 

Reflective, thoughtful ideas 

relevant to the assignment are 

clearly stated 

 

Presents some relevant ideas 

and connections to the 

assignment 

Ideas are not clear or relevant 

Very well organized Generally well organized Shows little or no organization 

 Responses relate numerous 

facts and specific details of the 

program materials 

 

Some facts and specific 

details of the program 

materials are included 

Few or no facts or specific details 

of the program materials are 

included 

Free of spelling and/or 

grammatical errors 

Writing contains a few 

spelling and/or grammatical 

errors 

Numerous spelling and/or 

grammatical errors make the 

writing difficult to read 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

ASSIGNMENTS 

Read the introduction and chapters 1-3 of the book How to Teach Thinking Skills Within the Common 

Core.  Next, visit and study all of the websites from Appendix B of the aforementioned book.  Once 

you have reviewed the above resources, complete assignments 1-5.  Place each assignment on a 

separate page, clearly labeled with assignment number and name.    

1.  Current Practice/Reflection  

    a.  How does the skill of analyzing connect to something you already do in your classroom? 

         b.  How do you currently teach your students to evaluate information?  

         c.   How do you incorporate the skill of problem-solving into your current curriculum?  How 

                    do you currently assess this skill?    

2.  Analyze  

Review the Common Core State Standards at www.corestandards.org.  Choose 1 specific 

standard that you are responsible for teaching to your students which requires them to use the 

skill of analyzing.  Using this standard, create a Talk-Through: Explicit Teaching Lesson as 

outlined in the book How to Teach Thinking Skills Within the Common Core.  In your “Talk-

Through,” include the five required components:  

 1.  Motivational Mindset  

 2.  Order of Operations   

file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/Ginny/Desktop/Ryan's%20thinking%20classes/www.corestandards.org


Dominican University of California – Reading for Meaning EDUO 9830 

 

 3.  Instructional Strategy   

 4.  Assessment  

 5.  Metacognitive Reflection  

  

3.  Evaluate  

Identify one of the Common Core State Standards from www.corestandards.org that requires 

your students to evaluate information.  Using this standard, create a Walk-Through: Classroom 

Content Lesson as outlined in the book How to Teach Thinking Skills Within the Common 

Core.  In your “Walk-Through,” be sure to include enough detail so that a substitute teacher 

could implement the lesson. 

 

 4. Problem Solve  

Choose a specific standard that you are responsible for teaching to your students that requires 
them to solve problems.  Using this standard, create a Drive-Through: CCSS Performance 
Task Lesson as outlined in the book How to Teach Thinking Skills Within the Common Core.  

Include enough detail in your “Drive-Through” to make it easy for a substitute teacher to 

implement the lesson.     

 

5.  Critical Thinking  

Keeping in mind everything that you have learned while participating in this class, describe 

how using your new knowledge will help your students become critical thinkers and achieve 

success with the Common Core State Standards.  In your description, indicate which 

resources (text and websites) were most beneficial to you and specify how they were helpful. 

 

Submit Coursework 

Course assignments must be placed in the appropriate Assignments Drop Box found in the 

course.  
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