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Complex Thinking  

EDUO 9826  

One Unit, 15 hours 

Instructor – Ryan Pickett 

rpickett@dominicancaonline.com 
 

Welcome to EDUO 9826 Complex Thinking.  This class was created by Dominican 

University of California in conjunction with Educational Development and Services as 

part of a seven course series titled Core Thinking Skills.  The other six courses in the 

series are: 

 EDUO 9824 Cognitive Transfer 
 EDUO 9825 Creative Thinking  
 EDUO 9827 Comprehensive Thinking  
 EDUO 9828 Collaborative Thinking 

 EDUO 9829 Communicative Thinking 

 EDUO 9830 Critical Thinking  
 

 
This series is designed to help teachers learn strategies that will significantly improve 
their ability to teach the Common Core State Standards.  The content learned in the 
class, Complex Thinking, will prepare you to teach your students how to process 
abstract information so that they understand it in a concrete way.  To do so, students 
must learn to clarify, interpret, and then determine meaning from the texts they are 

given.  These skills will increase your students’ achievement in school and are the 

building blocks to a successful career.  By meeting the requirements of this class, 
participating teachers will earn one semester unit of graduate level extension credit from 
Dominican University of California, a fully accredited university.   

All seven courses in the Core Thinking Skills series require the same book titled How 

to Teach Thinking Skills Within the Common Core by James Bellanca, Robin Fogarty, & 

Brian Pete, Solution Tree (June 15, 2012).  This book is available for purchase at 

www.amazon.com and other booksellers. 

 

mailto:rpickett@dominicancaonline.com
http://www.amazon.com/
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Course Objectives 

After completing the course Complex Thinking, you will demonstrate or indicate: 

1.  How to teach students the skill of clarifying the information they are given 

2.  How to teach students the skill of interpreting the information they are given  

3.  How to teach students the skill of making determinations from the information they 

are given                          

4.  The ability to plan lessons or activities that teach complex thinking 

 Grading Rubric  

Exemplary:  A+ to A- Acceptable:  B+ to B- Unacceptable: 

Must be resubmitted 

 

Reflective, thoughtful ideas 

relevant to the assignment 

are clearly stated 

 

Presents some relevant 

ideas and connections to 

the assignment 

Ideas are not clear or 

relevant 

Very well organized Generally well organized Shows little or no 

organization 

 
Responses relate numerous 

facts and specific details of 

the program materials 

 

Some facts and specific 

details of the program 

materials are included 

Few or no facts or specific 

details of the program 

materials are included 

Free of spelling and/or 

grammatical errors 

 

Writing contains a few 

spelling and/or 

grammatical errors 

Numerous spelling and/or 

grammatical errors make the 

writing difficult to read 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

ASSIGNMENTS 

Read the introduction and chapters 7-9 of the book How to Teach Thinking Skills Within 
the Common Core. Next, visit and study all of the websites from Appendix B of the 
aforementioned book. Once you have reviewed the above resources, complete 
assignments 1-5.  Place each assignment on a separate page, clearly labeled with 
assignment number and name.    
 
1.  Current Practice/Reflections  
 

a. Which of the following skills or traits do you feel is most prevalent when 
clarifying ideas?  Explain your reasoning. 
  

         1.  Persistence   2.  Tolerance for ambiguity   3.  Precision and accuracy 
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         b.  Prior to taking this course, how committed were you to explicitly teaching 
                    the skill of interpreting information?  Regardless of your level of   
                   commitment, how did you go    about teaching the skill? 
 

c. When you need to make a decision in your personal life, what steps do you 
take? 
What are the similarities and differences between how you make a 
determination and how you teach your students to do so in school?     

 
 
2.  Clarify  
 

Review the Common Core State Standards at www.corestandards.org.  Choose 
1 specific standard that you are responsible for teaching to your students which 
requires them to clarify given information.  Using this standard, create a Talk-
Through: Explicit Teaching Lesson as outlined in the book How to Teach 

Thinking Skills Within the Common Core.  In your “Talk-Through,” be sure to 

include the five required components:  
 

1. Motivational Mindset  

2. Order of Operations   

3. Instructional Strategy   

4. Assessment  

5. Metacognitive Reflection  

 3.  Interpret  
 

Identify one of the Common Core State Standards from www.corestandards.org 
that requires your students to interpret given information.  Using this standard, 
create a Walk-Through: Classroom Content Lesson as outlined in the book How 

to Teach Thinking Skills Within the Common Core.  In your “Walk-Through,” 

Include enough detail so that a substitute teacher could implement the lesson. 
 

 4. Determine  
 

Choose a specific standard that you are responsible for teaching to your students 
that requires them to make a determination.  Using this standard, create a Drive-
Through: CCSS Performance Task Lesson as outlined in the book How to Teach 
Thinking Skills Within the Common Core.  Be sure to include enough detail in 

your “Drive-Through” to make it easy for a substitute teacher to implement the 

lesson.   
 

 
 

file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/Ginny/Desktop/Ryan's%20thinking%20classes/www.corestandards.org
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5.  Complex Thinking  
 

Keeping in mind everything that you have learned while participating in this class, 
describe how using your new knowledge will help your students become complex 
thinkers and achieve success with the Common Core State Standards.  In your 
description, be sure to indicate which resources (text and websites) were most 
beneficial to you and specify how they were helpful. 
 
 

 Submit Coursework 
 

Course assignments must be placed in the appropriate Assignments Drop Box 

found in the course.  


