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Series: Discovering Our Community Resources: 

 

 

In Our Own Backyard:  

Destinations that Enrich the Curriculum 

Colorado #2 - Colorado Springs Area: Garden of the Gods &  

Manitou Springs 
EDUO 9804 One Semester Credit/Unit 

Instructor – Eric Thompson 

ethompson@dominicancaonline.com 
 

Course Syllabus 

 

Course Description  

This class will provide educators with the opportunity to explore the incredible area on 

the west side of Colorado Springs by exploring four outstanding community destinations 

of interest to students at any grade level: The Garden of the Gods, Manitou Springs, the 

Manitou Cliff Dwellings, and the Cave of the Winds. Learning about the unique 

educational programs these destinations provide can then be shared by each teacher at 

their school site and in their classroom through fieldtrip opportunities, cultural activities, 

online web experiences, and high-interest curriculum.  

Note: there is additional cost for entrance/tour fees, which are separate from the tuition of 

the course.  

 

Couse Objectives: 

 

In this course participants will have opportunity: 

1. To explore the geology, plants, and animals in the area surrounding Garden of the 

Gods 

2. To learn about the history of the people of Colorado (from ancient history up to 

modern history) in Colorado and the Rocky Mountains as a whole 

3. To participating in tours that enrich the curriculum by furthering their knowledge 

of the subject matter that can be taken back to the classroom and incorporated into 

the curriculum.  

4. To gain new knowledge in order to plan and teach meaningful educational lessons 

and supplemental activities for their grade level.  

• To provide educational field trip information for parents and staff and plan 

meaningful fieldtrips that enrich the curriculum of the grade level taught.  

 

Steps to Completion 
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Participants will visit various locations and complete the requirements at each location as 

detailed below. Note that there are photo and written requirements at each location.  See 

the Required Assignments to be Submitted section for specific assignments. 

 

1. Participants in this class will visit the Garden of the Gods and fulfill the following 

requirements during their visit (note: you might want to print out the written 

assignment to have with you during your visit) 

a. Explore the various displays around the Visitor & Nature Center.  

b. Watch the movie “How Did Those Red Rocks Get There?”. It is 

recommended to take notes during the video (photo or scan required).  

c. Participate in one of the available tours. Please call ahead to check times, 

pricing, and arrange the tour before showing up (photo required).  

i. Walking Tour or Outdoor Hunt  

ii. Van or Jeep Tours  

iii. Segway Tours  

iv. Horseback Rides   

d. Visit the Garden of the Gods Trading Post. Photo required.  

e. Learn about field trip and educational opportunities.  

2. Participants will visit Manitou Springs and taste the spring water from the 

following springs (make sure to bring an empty cup with you) (photo required).  

a. Wheeler Spring 

b. Select at least two of the other six possible springs within Manitou.  

3. Participants will visit the Manitou Cliff Dwellings and fulfill the following 

requirements (photo required): 

a. Explore the preserve and museum.  

b. Learn about field trip and educations opportunities. 

4. Participants will visit the Cave of the Winds and fulfill the following requirements 

(photo required): 

a. Participate in one of the Discovery Tours. Please book your tour in 

advance.  

b. Learn about field trip and educational opportunities.  

5. After completing the visits to the locations mentioned above, participants will 

complete the written work associated with that location. Coursework must be 

typed, double-spaced with 12 pt font.  

6. At the end of the course, you must complete the Summary and Evaluation. This 

document must be typed, double-spaced, with 12 pt font.   

7. Written work along with the supporting documents / evidence will be posted in 

the DROPBOX on your Moodle course page.   

 

Instructions for coursework submission: 

When you have completed your assignments, log into the EDUO 9804 course at 

DominicanCAonline.com/moodle. Post all coursework at one time in the Completed 

Coursework DropBox found at the top of the course page. Pictures and documents may 

be scanned and posted along with your Word or PDF file of written assignments. Label 

everything carefully with the assignment number and make sure that your name and 

email address is easy to locate. 
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You are allowed 9 months to complete the course from the time of registration. For 

questions about your registration or coursework, contact Eric Thompson at 

ethompson@dominicancaonline.com or visit the Dominican Website at 

http://dominicancaonline.com/Dominican-CA-Online-FAQ.htm 

 

Grading Policy: Proof of visits to the required sites and a thoughtful reflection on each 

site visited must be submitted on time for a grade of "A". Please note that the work for a 

one-unit university graduate class is a required 15 hours.  

 

Written Response Rubric:  

Exemplary: Met and Exceeds  
Expectations:  
 
A+ to A  

Acceptable: Meets  
Expectations:  
  
B+-B-  
 

Unacceptable: Needs  
Improvement. Must be  
resubmitted.  
 

Reflective, thoughtful ideas 

relevant to the assignment are  

clearly stated.  

 

Presents some relevant ideas 

and connections to the 

assignment. 

Few relevant ideas connected to 

the assignment; some ideas  

unclear.  

 

Very well organized Is generally well organized  

 

Shows little organization  

 

Reflective piece covers  

numerous facts and specific 

details of the learning 

experience.  

 

Some facts and specific 

details of the learning 

experience are included.  

 

Few or no facts or specific  

details of the learning 

experience are included.  

 

Coursework is free of spelling or 

grammatical errors.  

 

Writing contains a few 

spelling or grammatical 

errors.  

 

Numerous spelling or 

grammatical errors. Writing is 

difficult to read.  

 

 

 

Required Assignments to be Submitted 
 

Garden of the Gods: 

Required photos: 

1. Take a photo or scan your receipt for the movie “How Did Those Red Rocks Get 

There?” 

2. Have a photo taken of yourself on the tour. If possible, include the tour guide in 

the photo.  

3. Have a photo taken of yourself in front of the Trading Post.  

 

Written work: Answer the following questions. Coursework must be typed, double-

spaced with 12 pt font.  
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1. Briefly describe the current view of how the formation of the Garden of the Gods 

happened (at least one paragraph in length). 

2. When where the earliest people known to have been in the Garden of the Gods 

area? 

3. How many Rocky Mountains have existed? Give the name of each.  

4. How was Garden of the Gods named? Who named it? 

5. What is the name of the dinosaur discovered in Garden of the Gods? 

6. What is the relationship of the area with the song “America the Beautiful”? 

7. What was the most beneficial thing you learned from the tour? 

8. What is the historical significance of the Trading Post? 

9. What educational / field trip opportunities did you learn about? 

10. How will you bring what you have learned into your classroom? 

 

Manitou Springs: 
Required photos: 

1. Have a photo taken of yourself taken in front of Wheeler Spring and two other 

springs of your choice (three photo total).  

 

 

Written work: Answer the following questions. Coursework must be typed, double-

spaced with 12 pt font.  

 

1. What was your experience of tasting the water? Was there a noticeable difference 

between the taste at the different springs? 

2. Briefly describe the history behind the specific springs that you visited (about a 

paragraph per spring).  

3. What did the Native Americans consider as the reason for the springs tasting as it 

does? 

4. What was the big draw towards the springs of Manitou from late 1800’s to early 

1900’s? 

 

Manitou Cliff Dwellings: 
Required Photos: 

1. Have a photo taken of yourself in one of the dwellings.  

 

Written work: Answer the following questions. Coursework must be typed, double-

spaced with 12 pt font. 

 

1. Were these dwellings native to the area? If not, where did they come from? 

2. What did you find most interesting from the Preserve (provide details)? 

3. What did you find most interesting from the Museum (provide details)? 

4. How will you bring what you have learned into your classroom?  

 

Cave of the Winds: 
Required Photos: 

1. Have a photo taken of yourself in the cave. 
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Written work: Answer the following questions. Coursework must be typed, double-

spaced with 12 pt font. 

 

1. Write about your experience on the tour (a half-page to a page in length).  

2. What did you learn about the geology of the caves from your tour? 

3. What did you find most interesting about this visit (provide details)? 

4. How will you bring what you learned into your classroom.  

 

 

Summary and Evaluation:  
Coursework must be typed, double-spaced with 12 pt font.  
• Summarize and evaluate your experience visiting and researching these locations 

as to the value of the course to an educator.  

• Do you have suggestions that would improve the experience?  

• Would you recommend this class to other teachers? Why/why not  

 

Information About the Locations 
 

Garden of the Gods Visitor & Nature Center 

http://www.gardenofgods.com/ 
 

1805 N. 30th st. 

Colorado Springs, CO 80904 

719.634.6666 

 

Location: From I-25: Take Exit #146 (Garden of the Gods Road). Go West (towards the 

mountains) for 2.5 miles. Turn Left onto 30th Street. The Visitor & Nature Center will be 

on the left (a little over a mile). 

Hours: Visit the website or call for current hours.  

 

Cost: The Visitor & Nature Center is free. There is a cost for the movie and for some of 

the tours. Visit the website for more information and up-to-date pricing.  

 

Manitou Cliff Dwellings 

http://www.cliffdwellingsmuseum.com/ 
 

10 Cliff Rd 

Manitou Springs, CO 80829 

1-800-354-9971 

 

Location: The Manitou Cliff Dwellings is located in Manitou Springs, five miles west of 

Colorado Springs, Colorado, on U.S. Highway 24. From I-25: If you’re traveling to 

http://www.gardenofgods.com/
http://www.cliffdwellingsmuseum.com/
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Colorado Springs on I-25, take Exit 141 (near downtown Colorado Springs) and turn left 

(west, toward the mountains) on U.S. Highway 24. Go five miles. Turn right into the 

entrance, marked by billboards and state highway signs. 

 

Hours (weather permitting): 

June, July & August – 9 A.M. to 6 P.M. 

May & September – 9 A.M. to 6 P.M. 

December, January & February – 10 A.M. to 4 P.M. 

March, April, October & November – 9 A.M. to 5 P.M. 

Note: The park remains open for 1 hour after closing time. 

 

Cost: 

• Adults (12 and over) – $9.50 + Tax 

• Children (7-11) – $7.50 + Tax 

• Children (6 & under) – Free 

• Seniors (60 plus) – $8.50 + Tax 

• People in wheelchairs and anyone over 100 – Free 

 

 

Cave of the Winds 

 http://caveofthewinds.com/ 
 

100 Cave of the Winds Road 

Manitou Springs, CO 80829 

(719) 685-5444 

 

Location: From I-25 in Colorado Springs, take Exit 141. Go west on Highway 24 about 

six miles. The entrance to Cave of the Winds is on the right, just past our billboard sign.  

 

Hours: 

Cave of the Winds is open 364 days a year!  

Memorial Day – Labor Day Hours (Summer): 9 a.m.-9 p.m.  

September – May Hours (Winter): 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 

 

 

Cost: $15 - $45 depending on the tour. For booking information and pricing, visit the 

website.  

 

 

http://caveofthewinds.com/

